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, CHAP. XIX. 

Smne old ckarapters which had nearly beenforgottem 
brought forward again — A deUcmie firings 
touched— Discord produced^^The flame flmnei 
by another circumstance not expected by the 
parties, but not perhaps out i^ the reader^ t , 
calcukition — Visitors^A dissertation on pic'^ 
turissy taste and the like, and an intaruptim m 
time- to save the credit of a duke. 


The Duchess of Whelps was in such 
perfect good humour, in. coasequencQ' 
of the successful issue of her visit to 
Narcissus to obtain an addition of au-* 
thority to enable her to coqtroul Lad/ 
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Charlotte, that she surprized and de- 
lighted all her household, and even her 
grarid-daughter herself, who was fer 
from suspecting that the cause of this 
superficial goodness originated in a cir- 
cumstance so dife€*ly aii»ed at her own 
comfort and independence. 

Foe the first two or three days alt was 
spaoofh and fair, and Lady Charfotte 
flattered herself into a belief that, before 
his departure on hia country excursion, 
her father had softened down tbe aatural 
asperity of the old lady's temper, and 
induced her to promise an alteration in 
that mode of treatDgient, the inefficacy 
of which she had herself by her conduct 
so decidedly endeavoured to impress 
uf>on his mind. 

-^One mornings however, wb^er the 
f6urth, &fth,srxtih, or seventh, it «igii)-» 
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fietb little to the interest of these pages 
to deteruiine'; Lady Charlotte returned 
from her usual walk in the woods, with 
a countenance full of seriousness, tend- 
ing to melancholy. Her whole visage 
appeared to have been discomposed by 
some circumstance of an extraordinary 
nature, and the du<!hess, after surveying 
her for some minutes with the most fixed 
attention, in something approaching to a 
tone of impatient petulance, demanded 
what adventure she had met with to dis- 
concert her ? 

" Are you sure, my dear grandmama^ 
that poor grandpa has not made his 
escape into the forest?" aslced Lady 
Charlotte, in a tremulous voice. 

" Escape into the forest !*' echoed the 
duchess—^* Why, is the girl bereft of her 
senses? What i« heaven's name has 
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happened to induce you to ask such an 
indelicate question ?" And the looks 
of the duchess, as she uttered the 
words, plainly evinced the agitation and 
apprehension she felt. 

**^^Don't be angry, grandma, and Pll 
tell you all about it," returned Lady 
Charlotte. '' I was walking in the forest 
—in the thick and darkest part of the 
forest— when I met a man, so like — so 
very like— my grandpa ; just his look 
of composure— his size— his stoop— his 
hat — his wig-^his stick*^his shoes and 
stocking»>-bis coat and waistcoat— all, 
Just exactly like himself; and I stopped, 
grandma— nay, you must look good- 
tempered— and then he stopped— and I 
was frightened a bit, for 1 did not know 
what he might do to me, and I made a 
movement to run away— and then he 
shook his head- so piteously, and clasped 
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his hands together — and cast bis eyes 
up towards heaven— «and, in a moment 
disappeared in the wood ; atid, for the 
life of me, I could not tell which way 
he went nor how he vanished; Now 
are you sure, graadmama^ that grandpa 
is safe jn his own room ?" 

Lady Cfiarlotte had complietely over- 
thrown all the duchess's evenness of 
temper^ for the latter could not bear 
to have her conjugal vigilance and 
afiectipn called in question, nor to be 
reminded of the necessity of preserving 
her good humour. She did not answer, 
however, for some time, until by a little 
internal reasoning she had satisfied* her- 
self of the impossibility of the escape of 
her consort, and, as soon as she had 
settled this point, she immediately 
mounted the stool of dignity, and in a 
voice, neither very remarkable for it^ 
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Sequence, softness, nor perspicuity, 
reified to her granddaughter : 

^ Child, you are grown too saucy, 
much too saucy to be endured" (and. she 
applied to her snuff-box, which at once 
convinced Lady Charlotte that she had 
committed a most heinous offence} '^ I 
am in perfect good humour; never was 
*in a better, since I knew what reason 
was. But it is not to be borne, that I, 
who am a pattern of what a wife ought 
to be, should be suspected of a want of 
care and attention to my husband. 
Hussey, I say, your tongue runs before 
your wit, and you must be taught the 
necessity of curbing it a little/' And 
then the snuff-box was assailed with 
redoubled fury. , 

" Grandmama,*' cried Lady Char- 
lotte, whose indignation was fast rising, 


AND. FIFTBSN. f 

** Who said you waS in an ill*humour ? 
Let me think what I woukl^ I did not 
venture to say as much. I see now how 
it'isj^ that you -have been so kind the 
last day or two ; it is only because 
nothing has happened to put you the 
least out of the way ; but the moment 
you have met with the slightest oppor 
s^ition, like a bomb, I believe it is, off 
y<^u go in a moment with a terrible ex- 
plosion." 

^' And off you shall go, Miss Imp^i- 
dence, I assure you/' retorted the 
duchess, with a stern and fiery look^»- 
" for now let me inform you, that I have 
power from your father to use personal 
t¥rret%m% aft well as personal restraindj 
if I think it expedient, and I shall no 
lon§;er delay acting upon the authority 
he has given to me; therefore, prepare 
yourself^ Miss, for a little less liberty 
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than you have been accustomed to 
enjoy^ for I mean to begin with con- 
finement/' 

" And end with flogging, I suppose :" 
returned Lady C harlot te» biting her 
thumbs, and casting as stern a glance as 
she could controul, at her angry grand- 
mother. 

<< That must depend on your own 

behaviour," answered the duchess-— 

*' every thing is left to my discretion, 

and, if I think it prudent to resort to the 
rod—'' 

♦* Who will you get to inflict it ?** 
aske^ Lady Charlotte. " Who will have 
the hardihood and the audacity to lift a 
hand against my person ?" 

^* I willy Miss Assurance/' said th^ 
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duchess. . " I will co?rfect you, when 
correction is necessary »> This, audacious 
spiril; of your's must be quelle.^,' and 
it shall too, in spite of these pretended 
airs of independence. Remember you 
are not arrived at years of discretion 
you must be matured by wholesome 
severity." 

Lady Charlotte looked first at her 
grandmother, then at the floor^ then 
tried to assume an appearance of 
calniness and unconcern^ but the result 
had too deeply fixed itself to be eradi- 
cated— ^it was rankling in her bosom 
—and stimulating all the feelings of rage 
and indignation. She bit her thumb, 
and then walked across the room to the 
window, ahd began to play upon the 
glassfiyithh^r finger^, without deigning 
to'iittefr one single sentence in reply t(> 
.the menace of the duchess* 
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At this instant a servant entered the 
apartment, and putting a letter into the 
hand of the Duchess, ioimediately with<* 
drew, leaving his mistress, gazing, with 
some astonishment, on the hand-writing* 
A moment, however^ had scarcely 
elapsed, before her highness hastily tore 
open the letter, and, hurrying her eye 
over the contents, threw it indignantly 
on the carpet, and, rising from her seat, 
exclaimed-*-^* Never was woman so 
cursed as myself; cursed in all my un- 
dertakings, my wis^s, and my pros*i 
pects. But ril nevet endure it, I never 
will, I am determined. Ernest and his 
liussey shall find that I am not to be 
trifled with/^ 

As the duchess uttered these words, 
sbe rushed an^ly out of the apartment, 
tftid no sooner had she disappeared, than 
Undy Charlotte, turning round, disco^ 


T^red the obnoxious scmwl lying still 
upon the carpet, and advancing to pick 
it up, murmured to himself; " I wonder 
what has happened to put my amiable 
sweet-tempered grandmama in this new 
tantrum;'' and then casting her eyes 
hastily over the contents of the epi*tle> 
her ladyship read the following billet. 

** With great humility, your affec- 
tionate son Ernest, and his most dutiful 
spouse, beg permission to inform vont 
highness of their arrival in the Fever- 
isle, and their abode in the mansion of 
Narcissus, pro tempore. They crave 
pardon for thus violating the agreement 
which had been previously entered into, 
but beg your highness, to attribute the 
breach to the impossibility of living at a 
distance from their excellent mother, 
without having approached her for the 
ptirpose of receiving her maternal bene^ 
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Miction. It is solely with this view that 
they left Tzell, that the duchess coii* 
sented to expose herself to the perils of 
the deep, and the fatigues of a tedious 
jouroey ; that they may hereafter enjoy 
the. pleasing satisfaction of sitting down 
•comfortably, in their domestic capacity, 

m 

dssured of that reciprocal good undejr*, 
standing with their kindred, which, in 
their opinion is essential to happiness. 
They h\im,hly, therefore, beg to announce 
to your highness^ their intention imme* 
diately to follow the bearer of this letter, 
10 order that not a moment may be lost 
in the completion of arrangem.ents of 
4such great ^magnitude .and importance 
to the happiness of all the parties con- 
cerned/' 


" Mercy on me !'* cried Lady Chac?^ 
lotte, as soon as she had finished reading 
the letter, and had replaced it in the sir 
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todtion whence she had taken it — ^' Mercy 
on me ; then I suppose, since grandmam^ 
has taken herself off in such a quandary 
that I must receive this uncle, and this 
new aunt of mine. Well, they have 
done nothing to offend me ; they married 
it is true, without my consent, because^ 
I suppose, they considered me too insig* 
ni^qant to trouble themselves about it; 
but what of that ? I am determined, if 
I tell them of it at all, to do it in a very 
, mild, good-humoured sort of way, no- 
thing like anger, nor vexation, nor dis* 
appointment in it, for I am sure it was 
their own business more than that of any 
body else. But I* don't know how it is,^ 
in this family : here, they wanted to 
marry me \o a person without troubling 
themselves about my inclination in the 
business ; and because I thought proper 
to tell them I should be consulted, and 
give a casting voice in the matter^ I 
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have suflFered Grod knows what! And 
now my uncle Ernest has committed a 
terrible crime by marrying somebody 
whom I suppose he had a liking for, 
without asking leave. But, to be sure, 
theyd) say that Madam jilted another 
of my uncles; and, if she did so, I won't 
take her part any further, for I can't say 
I like jilting ; but, however, the best way 
is to be in a good humour with that 
which cannot be undone/' 

Her ladyship might have gone on with 
this kind of soliloquy ad injinitum^ but 
just as she had reached this point in her 
discussion with herself, a servant en- 
tered the room, announcing the duke and 
duchess themselves, and within the 
lapse of a minute, their highnesses 
themselves followed the servant ; and 
Ernest, handing his duchess to Lady 
Charlotte, presented them to each other, 
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and recommended a mutual embrace of 
affection. 

" As far as I am concerned, your 
kighness/' said Lady Cbartotte,< in a 
kind tone, and kissing the cheek of her 
newly made relationr-" I bid you most 
cordially welcome to the Fever-isle, and' 
assure you, 1 shall feel most delighted 
in the anticipation of a closer acquain- 
tance with such a charming aunt/' 

" I hail your ladyship's kind wel- 
come,'' said the duchess, returning the 
salute of her niecle, ^^ as a happy omen^ 
and the precursor of a reconciliation in 
another quarter ; for it must be the first 
vishof my heart, dearest Lady Charlotte, 
to stand well in the opinion of all the 
friends of my beloved Ernest/' 

While this was passing between the 
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two ]adje8, the letter on the floor had 
caught the eye of Ernest, and curiosity 
prompted him to take it up^ and cast a 
glance at its contents : it had been torn 
nearly across by the duchess, in the heat 
and anger of her feelings, when she. 
opened it ; and no sooner did the asto* 
nished Ernest perceive his own band- 
writings than the certain fate of his visit 
came as forcibly to his mind, as though 
he hard heard it in the »tecn i[Qice of his 
mother herself. For some moments, he 
stood mute with disappointment, but at 
length, routed by the voice of hi^ 
duchess, who inquired what had oc-^ 
curred to afflict him thus suddenly and 
powerfully, he summoned all his forti-^ 
tude to his aid, and taking her by the 
hand, exclaimed — 


«..j 


li 


^' Let us return, my dear duchess; let 
us return home, for the present. . l.il^mk 
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• ' * 

it will be mare advisable td come at 
another time, as I perceive my mother is' 
not at home, or not at leisure/' And, 
' sayings tbis, he offered to lead her toi- 
wards the door, but the ducheas resisted 
and replied-^ 

^^ You have never asked the question, 
Ernest ; therefore, bow can you tell whe- 
ther she is at home or not ?'' Lady Char* 
lotte can tell us, I'll be bound/' 

Lady Charlotte was much perplexed 
by the question « Sh^ had seen the 
movement of Ernest, anfd the effect which 
the letter had produced upon him ; and,of 
course, . she was at no loss to interpret 
the cause of the emotion, and of the wish 
to depart which he had subsequently ex- 
pressed. She was of a feeling disposi- 
tion, and could not bear to inflict pain ; 
and besides, she fostered a faint hope. 
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that an interview between her grand- 
mother, and her uncle and aunt, might 
do away with all differences of opinion, 
and betbecomfnencenientof a permanent 
union, productive of happiness both to 
theai) and to herself; she, therefore, re- 
solved not to let fj^U a svllable which 
could be taken in the light of discourager 
ment, but rather to keep hope alive, and, 
after pondering a short time, over ber 
answer, she replied*-— '^ My grand mama 
is at home, and if your highnesses will 
permit me, I will run and try if.jl can 
find out where she is/* 

Duke Ernest could not refuse this 
offer without discovering to his wife the 
secret of the letter which he had taken 
up from the floor ; and, as he had com* 
mitted himself, before he had sailed 
from the manor they had recently, left, 
to bring about a reconciliation^ he was 
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anxious to coficeal from her knowledge 
every circumstance which could have 
the slightest tendency to weaken her 
confidence in his promise^ or in his power 
to fulfil it. He vfras conscious, at the 
same time, that if the duchess should 
be found, the result would be nothing 
short of the premature destruction of all 
those hopes he had cherished, and all 
those prospects which, in conjunction 
with his wife, he had so fondly sketched ; 
but there was no alternative but to sub- 
mit, and he- accordingly assented to Lady 
Charlotte's proposal. 

'* Ernest !'' said the duchess, as soon 
as Lady Charlotte had quitted the apart** 
ment. The duke turned . towards his 
spouse, who, fixing her gaze steadily 
upon his countenance, resumed—" Er- 
nest ! — What possessed you to wish to 
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I 

take me away without seeing your mo- 
ther, after all the trouble in which I 
have-acquiesced?" 

possessed me ? Nothing, my sweet love, 
nothing ; but I thought if she w<^re busy, 
we might spoil all by disturbing her/' 

" And pray, Ernest, who is your 
mother^ that she may not be disturb- 
ed ?'' asked the angry duchess, whose 
cheeks began to glow with a hue be- 
yond nature. ** Have I married you, 
to be treated by your family as if 1 were 
unwofthy of notice ? Who, Sir, is de- 
graded by this match^ if there is any 
degradation in it— you or me ?"' 

'♦* Oh you, my angel," returned the 
passive and ol)edient duke-— ** You to 
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be sure. I consider myself as highly 

honoured, and' the 'Comjiescmtgii ^Q* 
tirely yourown/* • .... ^|^ 

^^ Could not I ^ave married qMW * who 
had manors at their command?'* — re- 
plied the duchess — " Men, who pos- 
sess courage, grace, youth, and some- 
thing like personal attractions. You 
have none of these, not one of them ; 
therefore, it was I who condescended, 
when I entered into the nuptial con- 
tract with you/' 

" I know it all, my dearest love/' 
returned the duke — " I know the full 
extent of your condescension, and my 
mother knows it too, and she must and 
shall consent to forgive us both. But, 
d propoSj my love, what think you of 
this suite of apartments ? The tapes- 
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try is accounted absolutely a nonpareil 
in workmanship; the windows are no- 
ble; the scope of the rooms magnifi- 
cent; and then the paintings — by the 
bye, what d'ye think of that Venus 
bathing ?" 

" Fie, Ernest, jrou should be modest,** 
returned the duchess, putting her fan 
biefore her face, as if to conceal hcf con- 
fusion — " You are not to take freedoms 
of an unbecoming nature because we 
happen to be married. Such pictures 
are only intended to be looked at^ not 
spoken of. I admire much that Christ : 
look at the dignity on the brow, the 
modest firmness of the glance, the ma- 
jesty of the whole contour; to my taste 
that is a most exquisite piece.** 

*' No one can dispute the elegant cor* 
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rectDess of your taste for a moment^ my 
angel," answered the duke — '^ but turn 
this way, nothing indelksate upon my 
honour, anxl that is a sacred oath. Look 
at the fishermen ; see how finely every 
part is conceived and executed, and the 
dog, X call ibe dc^ a master-piece* 
Zounds, look at his countenance, his 
nose, his ears, feet^ body,, tail, and rump* 
Would you believe it, my love, that a 
great connoisseur of our isXand offered 
me a coot thousand pounds, if I would 
just cut the dog out of the picture, and 
let him have it ; and the men would 
have fetched five hundred a-piece/' 

" A thousand for the dog !" echoed 
the duchess, raising her eye-glass, and 
surveying the dog— " I don't diMOver 
its value. In what does its peculiar 
excellence consist }** 
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<^ Why, my darling," returned the*;^ 
duke— *^ I'll tell you. ' That beautiful 
dog, which, according to the opinipns 
of the most able canine amateurs^ is a 
mixture of the bloodhound and the 
commpfei 'mastiff, is the exact fitc simile 
of a very favourite animal belonging 
to the connoisseur himself ; ears^ pose, 
smellers, legs, tail, in fact, every thing 
precisely similar, even to the colour, 
and the white marks on the face, and 
the white heel behihd, .which made the . 
picture worth any thing to him." 

" Ah, ah, ah !'* was the reply of the 
duchess, who, as soon as she had reco- 
vered her gravity, exclaimed—'^ What 
a man of taste! Heavens! Why he 
ought to have been immortalized ! But 
if he placed such a value, on the 
dog, why not take the whole picture, 
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for, in my opinion, the other parts of it 
are by a great deal the best in point of 
execution ?" 

*J Because, my love,'* returned Er-, 
nest — " there were none of his acquaint- 
ances whom the figures resembled. He 
did try hard to find out a likeness be- 
tween the elder of the two fishermen 
and his old butler, and it did very well 
until he got as far as the nose, and here 
the similarity failed altogether ; for the 
man in the picture has, what they call 
here, a Roman nose, whereas my friend's 
butler had unfortunately lost the prin- 
cipal part of his, having nothing but a 
knot remaii^iog*"' * . 

*^ And is this a fair specimen of the 
taste of all your country nieo, Ernest?*' 
asked the duchess^ figging* ^ the, 
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thought flashed across her mind, tbat, 
instead of being brought into a land oi 
civilization, wheire the arts and sciences 
were cultivated, and genius was encou- 
raged, she had been inveigled amodgst 
a tribe of Hottentots, to whom the ut- 
most excellencies of art were nothing ; 
who, barbarous from education and ba^ 
bit, shewed no germs of refinement^ and 
scoffed at and despised the luxuries of 
taste. ^ 

And her fears were, by no means un- 
natural, for the sample of judgment 
which hid just been given, exquisite 
and inimitable as it appeared in the es- 
timation of Ernest, was but a sorry spe- 
cimen in the better opinion of her high- 
ness. Yet; though correct in itself, it 
was not a correct sample of the scientific 
researches of the Fever-islanders. There 


'were, dpubtle9s» mmy foch connois* 
seUTf in tbe i9lan4; many individuaU 
"wbo had peculiar notioQs aird ideas of 
theif owQ» a» remote irom truth, as 
the sur£ic9 from the centre, but upon 
which they pertipaciously erected theoi* 
riea of their own, the mo9t abstird aod 
erroneous imaginable ; but there was 
also a more tbao pr^pprtionata quantity 
of sterling ore in the island, of the ster- 
ling ore of genius, which^ when taken 
from the mii>e of Qhecurity> would dis*^ 
pUy a Iqitre which was not to be excel* 
led. Of the truth of this a^sertioft, 
however, the^ 49cheea had hitherto had 
viQ me^na of satisfying herself. 

To the^ question of the duchess, £r« 
ncist was at a loss to return an answer ; 
for, afs it has beeii before asserted^ he 
considered thsA he had giv^en a aaost 
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excellent proof, that there was a great 
deal of genuine talent in the Country, 
and if the reader should^ from this cir- 
cumstance, have the hardihood to wag 
a fingei: at the duke, and to call his 
sagacity in question, it only remains for 
the author of these pages to close the 
colloquy just where it is, lest he should 
be accused of a wish to lessen rank. 


Duke Ernest was still pondering, and 
revolving in his. own mind, what man- 
ner of reply he could give to this most 
puzzling, and, consequently, most, ex- 
traordinary question, when he was for- 
tunately relieved from his labyrinth of 
perplexity, by the re-appearance of Lady 
Charlotte, who came with a. bound into 
the apartment, her eyes darting indigo 
nation, and her cheeks deeply tinged 
with a corresponding hue; but for the 
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cause of this emotion^ and the circuin- 

■ 

stances which led to it, the reader must 
be contented to suspend his curiosity, 
until he may feel inclined to enter 
upon the labour of perusing the next 
chapter. 
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CHAP. XX. 


The Author iraceih the steps of a great personage, 
and sheweth the influence of books even upon 
illustrious minds — 774^ favourite attendant in 
disgrace — The stigma transposed to a bookseller, 
one of Heaven's best works — The failure of a 
good design^-'The disappointment of Duke Er^ 
nest and his spouse — A new scheme. 


Thk Duchess of Whelps, as soon as 
she had left the apartment, in which she 
had received the letter from her son, 
rushed into her bed-chamber, and threw 
herself on a settee, where she renewed 
her attack on the snuff box, with such 
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Vehemence, as t6 niide a complete va- 
pour around herself. The applicatioa, 
faoweter, did not afford her any consi- 
derable relief; still the image of her 
disobedient bon, forcing his obnoxious 
spouse into her presence was constantly 
present to her imagination ; and not all 
the clouds of snuff in which she enve- 
tDped herself, could raise a mist suffi- 
cient to dim the waking vision. 

Ftom the bed-chamber^ her highness 
then made the best of her way to the 
library, and snatching a book from the 
table, where one of her attendant ladies 
had been reading, sought, by pursuing a 
^itliilar line of employment, to gain the 
triumph over the disagreeable impress* 
sion ; but alas^ fate itself seemed to con* 
spire against her peace ; the volume was 
of an ancient appearance, and the part 
at which she opened treated upon the 
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age at which paternal and maternal au* 
thority over children ceased. The very 
title of the page was by no means pre- 
possessing^ for the duchess felt con- 
scious that reason was not on her side, 
and: she was equally aware that flattery 
-was not to be found in the volume, .which 
would not suppress the voice of truth and 
common sense^ to gratify her. wishes^ 
She hastily skimped over a few lines, 
just sufficient to convince her, that the 
author would have considered Ernest 
justified in, marrying whomsoever he 
pleased, and, when she had made this 
discovery, being too much incensed even 
to think of her snuff-box, she hastily 
rang the bell, when her faithful and most 
unsullied attendant. Miss Burnon, im*. 
mediately made her appearance. 

" BUrnon, Burnon V exclaimed the 
angry duchess, pointing to the obnox- 


AND FIFTEEX. 33 

« 

rous book which she had hurled to the 
other end of the table. '' Do you read 
books, Burnon ?" 

• 
^* Sometime^, an't ple*ase your grace's 

grace, I venture to turn over a leaf or 
two, while waiting for your grace's 
commainds !" — ^was the reply of poor 
Burnon, who pretty cleatly saw that 
something was as it ought not; to be; al- 
though, for the soul of her, she had aot 
penetration enough to discover what 
that something. might be., 

' ^^ Look at that vile, abominable^ im- 
pudent, book !'' returned the duchess, 
her voice gradually rising as she proceed- 
ed — '^ Do you read such books as that 
is?" 

Then Burnon advanced to the table 
and looked at the bookj„ and saw clearly 


3't EIGHTEEN HUKDHEO 

I 

enough that it wa« the very identical 
book over which she had been poring 
for the last hour or two. She accord- 
ingly dropped a very humble curtesy, 
such as she was always accustomed to 
drop in the presence of h^r mistress, 
and replied very faintly in the affirma- 
tive, summoning up courage enough to 
stammer out in no very distinct tone— 
**^ An't please your grace's grace, I did 
not know it was impudence." 

" Not know it was impudence ! 
Saucebox [" returned the duchess — 
" Not know it was impudence to teach 
young folks, mere chits of boys and 
girls, that they had a right to think for 
themselves and act for themselves, while 
they have fathers and mothers alive, 
whose rfght and duty it always is to 
think and to act for them/' 
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" An't please your grace's grace/' 
imd poor Bumon, trembling to her toes 
at the idea of her own boldness^ — " It 
only says When children come to a cer- 
tain age, and I think " 

"You think! You think !*' replied 
the duchess, almost frantic with rage at 
the impudence of Burnon in presuming 
to contradict her — " What right have 
you to think ?*' 

*^ My father and mother are dead, 
an*t please your grace's grace !*' answer* 
ed Burnon, in the most modest tone of 
voice 'she could possibly assume, and 
curtseying very low, ' ; . 

" What assurance !'* returned-^the 
duchess^ — " When I was a girl, 4Sbw 
different things were! Fathers and 
mothers then, knew how to mak« their 
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*<ihildren obedient,- and hence it was 
that the daughters of my standing all 
turned out such excellent house-wives. 
Tell me, impudeiK^e, did you ever know 
me' to be extravagant ?** 

^^ God forbid that any body should 
say that of your grace's grace !" return- 
ed Burnon^ with an ardent sincerity, 
which was rather unusual in her man- 
ner ; and immediately added — ** I never 
saw your grace's grace give away a sin- 
gle sixpence to any poor wretch, let him 
want it never so much, and I admired 
your grace's economy 1" 

" Ayci to be sure you did, girl^ and 
so does every body !" answered the 
duchess. '^ Is not my name up all 
through the island for my prudent care 
of property. And as for your poor 
wretches who want it, there are parishes 
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for them to go to. Don't I go to the 
parish^ and does not the pacish support; 
me, and ail my family ? No, no, I am 
not going to encourage any thing lilie 
waste of property. But as to that book 
there, Burnon, whom does it belong to \ 
Is it one of your buying ^" 

m 

** An't please your grace*& grace,*' 
said Burnon again — " The book belongs 
not to n>e, but to yourself; and I bor- 
rowed it from the upper shelf in the 
library." 

**Tame! tome!' The book belong 
to rae ! What, that vile, abominable 
book ! Heavens, how I will go and 
abuse Scratchhard for sending me sucii 
a filthy and improper publication." And 
then the duchess ordered Burnon to 
give directions for the carriage to be 
prepared to go immediately to the shop 
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of Scratchhardj who was her grace's 
bookseller, in order that she might have 
the felicity of venting upon him, poor 
pious man ! (for he was one of the 
fanatic class of religionists) some por« 
tion of the anger which swelled so high 
and so boisterously within her^ and for 
the vent of which, she could not possi- 
bly iSnd sufficient scope at home/' 

It was just as Burnon had left the rooib 
upon this mission, while the duchess 
was walking up and down the room^ 
with the snuff-box in thcDne hand, and 
this most obnoxious book in the other, 
rehearsing the eloquent and emphatic 
harangue with which she intended to 
greet the ears, of poor Master Scratchy- 
hard, that Lady Charlotte, after dancing 
from room to room/ half over the whole 
mansion, in search of her grandmother, 
made her appearance in the apartment. 
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and, iiK>8t assuredly, bad she picked for 
an opportunity more unfit and unpro^ 
pitious than any other^ she neyer couU 
hate found a worse than the present. 

" Well, Miss Minx, and who sent for 
you, and what is your business ?** — was 
the greeting with which her ladyship 
was received by the intemperate du-r 
chess. 

" My uncle and aunt,, my dear grand^ 
ma^ are down stairs, and want to have 
the happiness of seeing you/' said Lady 
Charlotte,<jn a. very mild and submissive 
voice, for, as she wished to do a service 
to. Duke Ernest and his duchess, she 
was cautious to avoid every thing which 
could give ofiesce. 

^ Uncle and aunt/^ echoed the dy- 
chess-*" They shall be no uncle and 
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aunt of yours. I won't own ' them fo)? 
son and^ daughter^ I am determined I 
won't; and you knew my resolution be* 
fore this time, hussey, and it is o£ a 
piece with all your impudent conduct 
to come plaguing me about it^ it is/' 

*^ But I thought, granduiama^ that 
you might have altered your mind, and 
I only came to find you out, to know if 
it were so or not. My uncle desired, 
me to see if you were at home, and dis- 
engaged, for he is very anxious indeed 
to see you, and to pay his respects to 
you-; Do, pray indulge him, grand^ 
map* 

" Me indulge tiie dtsobedlent, un- 
grateful fellow^'' answered the duchess*, 
without checking her pace for a mo- 
ment — " Me encourage him to act in 
defiance of all the laws of propriety and 
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decorum, and God and man. Am I not 
bis mother, and had I not the sole right 
of disposing of him where and to whom 
I pleased ? No, hussey, I won't see 
him : I won't go where they are, and 
they shan't come where I am : andi you 
may go back and tell them what I say^ 
and that whenever I wrish them to come 
here again, why, I'll send for them ; 
and, if they value my happiness, they 
will never presume to come hither until 
I do send." 

Lady Charlotte looked very inquisi- 
tively at the duchess, but did not ven« 
ture to make any reply to this interdic- 
tion^. for she saw that to irritate her, at 
this moment^ might be to close tbe 
door for ever against any reconciliation 
between her grace and Duke Ernest and 
his wife. Slie still paused and pouder- 
ed, however, as undecided whether she 
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should go immedialelj to the duke and 
teli him, in as gentle a manner as possi^ 
ble, the unsuccessful issue of her inter* 
ference, or whether she should remain a 
little while longer in the apartmenti and 
see if the whirlwind which agitated the 
feelings of the duchess would presently 
subside. 

While she was still lingering in this 
State of incertitude and irresoliition^ 
Burnon returned to the library^ and in« 
formed her grace's grace, that the car- 
riage was waiting to convey her to 
Scratchhard, to give him the lecture she 
designed for him. The trusty attend- 
ant^ at the same time, brought cloak 
and hat, and all the other append- 
ages of her grace's dress, which the 
duchess took from her, and, although 
very irregular and indecorous in a per-* 
son of her elevated rank, put them on 


heiMlf, ^ith her own hftnds^ antl^ hav« 
itig finished this novel employment, she 
advanced to the door, and just before 
she reached it, titrned herself about to 
Lady Charlotte, and exclaimed-^*^ I 
desire you to carry my commands to 
£rnest that he never venture to come 
into my house again until I seTid for 
him ; and, as to his wife, let her never 
hope to be acknowledged by me^ for I 
have made up my nynd upon the sub* 
ject, and am not to be altered/' 

" Is it the pleasure of your grace's 
grace that I should accompany you in 
the carriage ?" asked Burnon, in the 
mild and modest accent of subservi- 
ence. 

** No !*• vociferated the duchess ; and 
then casting a very significant look be^- 
hind, rejoined«*-^^ Take care» and don't 


44 SIOHfEEX HUNDAED 

employ yourself ia reading improper 
books, Burnon/' And as she con- 
cluded this expression, she bounced 
out of the room, without condescend- 
ing to cast another glance or word either 
at her granddaughter or her attendant. 

'^ What does my grandmother mean, 
Miss Burnoa ?'' 'asked Lady Charlotte, 
as soon as the duchess hlid fairly got 
out of hearing, iqimediately adding*— 
** I never saw her in a worse humour in 
my life. And pray what did she meau^ 
when she talked something about books^ 
for I could net at all understand her?'' 

' BCirnon then explained to Lady Char- 
lotte every circumstance which had 
taken place from her entering the apart- 
ment at the call of the duchess, to the 
close of the conversation about the ob- 
noxious book, and the resolution of her 
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grace to go instantly to Scratchhard her 
bookseller^ and lecture bim for putting 
^vtch a book on ber shelves. 

" Poor Scratchhard!*' "lexclaimed 
Lady Charlotte, laughing heartily at the 
idea — ** Well, I would really give soine- 
thing handsome if I could get into some 
slv corner, and hear the substance of 
the conversation which will take pjace. 
There my grandmother will whisk into 
his best dining roobi, and begin— I could 
never have thought Mr. Scratchhard that 
you would have abused the confidence I 
reposed'in you, when I left it to^ou to 
arrange my library for me. Then Scratch- 
hard will lift up his eyes and hands, and 
look most grievous at the charge, and 
r^ply — I, your grace, abuse your 
grace's confidence. I solemnly declare, 
I always endeavour, so it please your 
grace, to discharge my duty conscien- 
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ttoutty to all. But, pray, your grace^ 
how have. I be^n so unhappy as ta 
incur your grace's* displeasure? Thea 
her grace will produce the book, and 
say, Do you know this book, Mr.Scratch- 
hand ? Did you put that on my shelves ? 
Then the |)ookseller will handle it, and 
turn it over, and answer in th^ affirooa'* 
tive, and say it is the work of a man of 
great talent, morality, religion, and 
virtue ; and then grandmother will cut 
him short, and ask what he could mean 
by introducing such an improper work 
into her library. Then he will stomach 
the word improper, and protest be could 
not see any thing ungodly in it, which 
were the only kind of books he chilled 
improper: and then she will ask him,, 
if he does dot know she has got children 
of her own, wko are none of the most 
dutiful in the world, and that she has 
got a graadtdaughter (meaning me} who 
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19 a Tery shocking termagant, and that 
if any of us had got hold of that book 
which encouraged disobedieqce to pa» 
rents, she should never from that nio» 
ment be able to be n^istress of her own 
house, nor to have her own way in any 
thing in the world. Then Scratchhard 
will humbly ask pardon that this thought 
never once had found its way into his 
brain, and confess the danger of putting 
M#A books in the way of such contu«' 
melious periBons. And after this, my 
grandmother will read him such a leCr 
ture. Lord ! I would not be in his place 
for all the books in his shop, for I should 
not a bit wonder if. she does not 
tak^ the volume she has brought with 
her^ and, by way of winding up the 
business so as to leave an impressive 
eflfect behind it, knock it about the poor 
devil*s ears.*' 
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Poor Burnon could not^ for the 
soul of her, help bursting out in a fit of 
laughter once or twice during this 
harangue, but although such behaviour 
•was by no means reconcileable to the 
laws of etiquette and proper subordi- 
nation, Lady Charlotte was not so strict 
as to appear angry at the breach, but, as 
she finished her speech, she gaily tripped 
to the door of the roon), and looking 
back as she went out, cried — " Take 
care ^nd don't employ yourself in read- 
ing improper books, Burnon/' 

Lady Charlotte, in the height of her 
natural gaiety of heart, had, for a mo- 
ment, lost sight of the very ungracious 
message with which she had been en- 
trusted ; but she had not skipped a 
dozen yards irom the door of the library, 
before it recurred to her mind in all its 


gloomy farce, and imuidd\^t^ da^ed 
a toff ^op on d;ie full toue of her :feel- 
ifige. " Alas/' tbcMaght she to (bereel^ 
^ iiow can I be iSo ^lAdj as titus to 

. J3)du}ge m leyitf. and :tbongfai)es8]ttess art 
the Tory moment .that I am cfeiurg^d 
with 4{be elenaonts ^'Uiibuppioess to mjjr 
uncle and .aunt, :for twboml had iiiteiv 
ested myself, ^and whose realise I ii«dor^ 
took to plead ! Perhaps, if they had 
ompioyed a wiser udvooale, fhey^migbt 
imv^ '9uoaeeded; in working upon the 
dndhess to recekve jthem intoiher.jioiisey 

^ *amd their ho^s might not now ilKure. been 
doicmied to a premiCture amitfhilation/' 

1?his kfternal soliloquy had brought 
her -ladyship to the door of theapart^- 
ment where she had left Duke 'Eruest 
and his duchess, while she went upon 
tl^ererrand which had so uj^propitiously 
temiinated. Slbejpaused a momeot to 
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resolve upon what manner of breaking 
the affair she should adopts but asudden 
movement in the apartment disturbed 
her reverie, and she hastily threw open 
the door, and with a jerk of indignation; 
as her grandmother's angry reception 
of her flashed across her mind, she 
without thought or hesitation, conveyed 
herself into the apartment. 

The duke and duchess, with no in- 
considerable anxiety in their counte** 
nances, advanced to meet Lady Char- 
lotte, and the former taking her by the 
hand, exclaimed — " Now, my dear girl, 
tell us quickly the result of your appli- 
cation. Is my mother at home ? Will 
she see us ? Is she inveterate ? Does 
she — " 

*' You are always in such a hurry 
with your quantity of questions, Er- 
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Hest;" said the duchess, interrupting 
l^]ai^^«« Don't you see that Lady Char- 
lotte is puzzled where to begin to an- 
swer you. Let me ask her a question^ 
and we shall hear something about it. 
Pray, my dear Lady Charlotte, how did 
the duclie$8 receive you ?*' 

Lady Charlotte shook her head and 
sighed; but^ for a few seconds, stood 
without making an;^ reply. At length, 
she began — '* Curse upon that book an j 
old Scratcbhard too.. Had it not been 
for it I should have succeeded.** And 
then Lady Charlotte gave a succinct 
account of all that had passed during 
her interview with her grandmother, 
softening down the asperity and positive 
tone of the latter when she forbad the 
duke and his' new spouse from re-ap- 
pearing at her mansion, and thus leaving 
the hope alive that time and perseverance 

D 2 
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might succeed in bringing ftbout that 
reconciliation whicb, at presi^ht, the^ 
had sought for in vain. 

The duchess, howevei-, borfe kht 
disappointnhfent with a' feeitng wblcb 
partook but little c^ philosophic ; ^iM 
began imnaediately to reproach her 
husband |br having dieceived lier With 
assurances which >^ere nefer likely to 
be realized. The duke, on the other 
hand, renewed all his protestations and 
promises <vith redoubled > fervor, and 
fentreated her to wait WithpaVidnce, and 
she would find thai thte dicheSs would 
bye and bye colirt the redoncrliatibn shfe 
Yiow shunned. 

With this assurance, her highness was 
forced to appear content, ancJ shortly 
afterw'i^rds, the uncomfortable . coupte 
left the mansion, to repair again to the 


jfpsidpnee of Naf^issu^^ to concert what 
pieqsmes it would be most prudent tp 
adopt, leaving Lady Charlotte in a very 
pensive mood, which very soon after th^ 
departure of her visitors, originated a 
sOrtof mental argument on the subject 
of matrimony. " It is rather queer," 
^aid ^he, " to be situated jugt as my 
unc]e and aunt are, and all thro^gh 
^marrying against my grandmother's con- 
sent. How plaguy inveterate she 
seems to be about it: yet, it is but a 
few months ago, since she did all in 
her power to make me marry against 
my mother's consent. Everyone endea- 
vours to argue so as to sUit their own 
views and intentions. I won't marry at 
all, and that's poz: I don't like the 
look of the thing. ^AU the folks I know 
or have heard of, are not happy in their 
marriage. No, I won't marry ; ' that is, 
unless my mind very materially alters^ 
for I am sure it is all a lottery/' 
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In the mean time Duke Ernest and 
his wife had rather a comfortless journey 
home. The latter had no sooner left 
the company of Lady Charlotte, than 
she embraced the opportunity of renew- 
ing her reproaches against her husband^ 
and reminding him how many better 
opportunities she had been offered of 
settling herself in life, where there 
would have been no opposition of pa- 
rents, no surly mothers-in-law, and 
which was perhaps of more consequence 
than all the rest, she might have gained, 
by the surrender of Tierself, a husband 
who might have deservedly enjoyed a 
high character for valour, and truth, and 
good faith, independent of certain qua- 
lities of person which she said he 
wanted. 

Duke Ernest endeavoured to parry 
all these taunts and ri^proaches with as 
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good a grace as he could, and promised 
her highness, if she would be pacified 
and kind, he would immediately dis- 
patch a special nlessenger to Narcissus, 
to procure him to return and interpose 
with hismotlier,* to bring about a recon- 
ciliation ; and he assured her that Nar« 
cissus possessed such influence with the 
duchess, that he was sure » the issue of 
his interference would be a general re* 
conciliation of all parties, and the perfect 
re-establishment of a permanent good 
understsinding. 

" You are deceiving me again, as you 
have often deceived me before !" replied 
the duchess — *• I cannot depend on a 
word you say. You have brought me 
into a proud family for no other pur- 
pose than to sacrifice my happiness, and 
you will succeed, I am sure you will. 
Fool that I was, after marrying two 
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good husbands^ to be at la»t ei^tnipped 
awd brought to miserj and despaiB by 
Mth a — — ** 

'. 
" No hard words^, my pretty duek^^ 
lii>g/' returned Doke Brnest, putting 
hifs arms roand her neek, and intreating 
her to condescend to give him a kias^ a 
requeM with which she reluctantly coni- 
plicd — * " I will not deceive you. I 
never deceived you. Circumstances de^ 
ceived us both. My brother shall come ; 
he is my friend, and he has great power, 
and here I swear by all that is sacred, 
that what I say is- true ; and on the 
faith of this oath, I do conjure you, my 
love^ to rest satisfied and happy for a 
few days longer, until things may come 
.rdund." 

■ 

The duchess shook her head, doubt*- 
fngly, but told her husband that she 
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would once more believe him, and after 
this agreement the rest of the journey 
passed free from jarring, and, immedi- 
ately on their arrival at home, a special 
messenger was dispatched with a most 
earnest letter from the duke^ requesting 
the attendance of Narcissus to reconcile 
the differences in the family, and restore 
the ble^jsipgs of harmony. 
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CHAP. XXL 


Curious (directions for a supper-^Couniry land^ 
lords not courtiers — A trick played upon Doum 
hlechalky which puts him in a terrible quandary 
"^The magnanimity of Narcissus spares his life 
"^Arrangement concerning Milabel — Arrival of 
JEfTiesfs messcfiger, and preparations for m 
retrograde movement. 


" What will your most gracious 
grace's grace have for supper ?*' asked the 
•landlord of the inn at Ashley, where 
Narcissus and his retinue stayed their 
progress after the gloomy perils of the 
night which finished the second volume 
f this work. Narcissus, although he 
had attempted to laugh the circumstance 
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off as a thing not worth serious thought, 
had once] or twice had strange sensations 
in his region of feeling, where, whatever 
some-folks may have written or spoken 
to the contrary, he was particularly sus- 
ceptible, when his memory strayed back 
to the logs and trees which were ]aid 
across the road. They could not have 
been placed there without hands^ that 
was a clear case ; they could not have 
lain there through the day, or the car- 
riage road would have been stopped; 
consequently, they must have been 
brought there at aight, and for purpose^ 
specially mischievous: it was known 
that he was coming, and there was no 
doubt that the plot was levelled against 
him. 

Such was the turn and tincture of 
the thoughts of Narcissus, just at the 
time the landlord asked the question ; 
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no wooder, thef^fore, that it remained 
without an answer.— The host stood 
with great humility for some time^ bow- 
ing and scraping to attract notice^ but 
finding it was all in vain, and that Nar; 
cissus^ did not seem inclined to make 
him any, the man took courage, and 
boldly asked his highness again^ what 
he would be pleased to command for 
his $upper ? 

** Plots and conspiracies, by G — d !" 
said Narcissus, in a voice neither very 
remarkable for the mildness nor the 
courteousness of its toues. 


*' Your highness shall be accommo- 
dated," answered the polite landlord, 
and retired, bowing most lowly, looking 
fiiost bewildered, and not onee turning 
his back upon Narcissus. Whetlier 
this well-bred retreat of the host, namely » 
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bis retiring from the presence of Nart- 
cissus without turning .his back upon 
the great man, was the effect of a supe- 
rior education or offear^ it mky not be 
very diiSScult to illustrate by one or two 
plain axioms. First of all ; landlords of 
country ions, although very frequently 
men Of sound sense of the comnion 
kind, are not educated, in general, very 
near a court ; not so near as to acquire 
more thsui one of the triaits of a cour* 
tier's character, which is, that of fawn* 
ing where interest points the way« and 
plundering with one hand, while they 
kiss tbe other in t#ken of reverence* 
Secondly; the habits of this kind ol' 
meo^ seldom initiates them very deeply 
in the modes, formalities, and etiquette, 
usually practised at these places. 
Thirdly ; su{)posing they miglht by 
accident, have heard or read of a cour-^ 
tier going out .of his lord's presence 
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backwards, to the great peril of hit* 
poll, &c. landlords of country inns 
are not likely to retain in their liiemories 
matters and things which are certainly 
not very relevant to their business. On 
the other hand, the bare idea of an 
order for ** plots and conspiracies/' as 
supper dishes, was very well calculated 
to make even a man of the most simple 
and uncourtly intellect suppose the 
person demanding such fare, must be a 
little deficient in that sagacity, pertina- 
city, correctness, and harmony of intel- 
lect, which is denominated reason ; and, 
consequently to induce him to feel some 
apprehensions test an injury might be 
attempted against him by the individual 
who had thus addressed him. 

• 

He bad left the room a few minutes, 
before Narcissus recovered himself from 
the fit of abstraction into which be had 
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fallen, and when he did so recover him- 
self, Mahony was standing immediately 
opposite to him with his eyes fixed 
upon him with no small astonishment and 
consternation mingled. " Eh ! Mac," 
said Narcissus, after looking, in his 
turn, for a few seconds — ** Why, what 
the devil are you staring at me for ? Are 
you quizzing me, Mac ?'* 




No, your highness,** returned Mac; 
but I was just thinking how you 
would like the supper you have ordered, 
or whether you might be disposed to 
change it." 

" Supper ! what supper have I or- 
dered?" asked Narcissus, with some 
surprize, and adding instaotly— ** Why, 
Mac, you or I have certainly lost our 


senses. 
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. " Perhaps I may/ y-our hig.hqe$%'' 
returned Mahony — ** for I certimly jriU 
$wear that you have just ordered pht9^ 
aad conspiraeies for your supper/' 

N 

" Thou art mad as ever poor devil 
was in the world, Mac/' answered Nar- 
cissus^ — " What the devil should I do 
with food so difficult of digestion ^ But 
I'll be judged by the landlord, Mac: if 
he agrees with you, I'll subn)it to be 
called mad for ttic next ^ix months ; if 
the contrary, tho.u s^h^lt have a sorry 
time of it." 

The bargain was struck, and Double- 
cbalk was summoned, while poor Mac 
blessed himself; for, although the fact 
was clear as the sun at noon day, it was- 
QOt likely that the landlord would dar^ 
to tell Narcissus to his face any thing 
which could have a tendency to convict 
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bim of absurdity. He aecordingly caK 
culatcd upoD being worsted in tbe ar^ 
bitratioin whicb had been arrairged, 
onJcss by any ingenious interposition^ 
be cauki ward pff the consequiences he 
feared. 

Doublechalk now made his appear- 
ance with his napkin tucked under his 
dftn, and, in a most obsequioos voice^ 
begged to receive his highnesses orders-^ 
" Come here, host I" cried Narcissus^ 
The landlord came close to the chair of 
the great man*— " What did I order for 
•upperf asked Narcissus. 


•/ 


" Supper ! supper [ order for supper !** 
stammered the host, whose fears now 
all returned in double force, and who 
was almost terrified to death lest be 
ishould utter a single word, which, by 
irritating his Jllustrious guiest, should 
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render his situation more forlorn and 
desperate. " Your highness, I really 
forget the particulars ; but I gave them 
to my cook, and I will go and ascertain 
for your most gracious grace's grace, in 
a few moments, with your grace's per- 
mission/* 

*' Not for the world,*' exclaimed 
Narcissus — " I must know this very 
moment. You don't leave the room 
till you have told me the whole truth." 

" Bubble and squeak, your highness 
— Bubble and squeak !'' replied the 
^^PPy landlord, across whose pericra- 
nium a sudden substitute shot to relieve 
him in his most terrible perplexity ; 
" Bubble and squeak \" reiterated the 
host a'dozen times, rubbing his hands 
with evident extacy as he spoke^ 
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*' Huzza! huzza!** cried Narcissus, 
" Now, Mac, who is mad? You or I ? 
Bubble and squeak ? What the devil 
induced me to order beef and cabbage? 
Zounds, Mac, I begin to think I am 
pretty nearly as mad as you are. I 
never had a particular penchant for 
such^n orang t)utang ^oxi of a dish/' 

*' The man has deceived your high- 
ness," responded Mac ; " believe your 
faithful Mahony, what your highness 
ordered, was plots and conspiracies* ^'^^ 

^* That is what I call bubble and squeaky 
your highness,'* returned the landlord, 
dropping on his knees, as he continued, 
" I pray your gracious grace^is grace to 
pardon me for presuming to speak 
jestingly in your high and mighty 
presence; but beef squeakings and 
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CfkiUiMiye bubbles alwaysi reiqiiid me of 
plp^aod eonsp^iy^cies/' 

It was now Mahony's tuni fbr exulta- 
tion, an4 h^wa^so elatec^at theideaof his 
<)scape from iiew n^ortifications, that bedid 
noteven take bis-usual pains to cppcealhi^ 
triumph ; a cireumataDCe which was not 
.calculated to raise him in the opinion of 
bis ma^ter^ who, above all things could 
QOt endure the idea of being outwitted* 
The disiappointment of Narcrssus, too^ 
on this occasion, w£ia doubly heavy^ 
since he had considered himself already 
possessed of the victory, when the un- 
expected explanation of the bubble and 
squeak, occurring in a moment, over<< 
threw all his fancied laurels, and deter- 
mined him a madn^an for six months,, 
according to the stipulated agreeinent, 
He looked gloomy, for. a few moments,. 


iffiti tetolved in his mind, w«bether be 
«h<yuld Vent his spfeen «pan Mthiwjy 
6t Uo^btechaJk, whren prudence for the 
first time for naany year* that she bad 
ventured to approach him, whispered to 
him thtft ©oublechalk wfefe a »frrfiger, 
told) con^seqbefitly, that less injacy could 
f^i^lt fif6m offe^iBg biin^ than from 
tetrangtng MdhcHoy, wbo "iv^fs^ on aU 
tK;c£tsion^) his CQost obse^rmn» Iaei|ui$y 

** Scoundrel," saW Nahrcissua, sekting 
l^he bumbie Itfrydlord by the coHar, a8 be 
was strtl opOh h« kij^ds"*-'* tio<i^(kkP6 
]you presutne to taik of '^och tbingis alt 
plots dnd €6n9piriiciBB. YoijA? w-lioJie 
country seems to be madie up of -siik^h 
cotnbifstibte ttiat^idls. 4iAte,i I an bqt; 
just ^siidpedfi^otn'lhe danger tyf aMafeis^ 
iKBitiofi on the 4ii^ itoad, 4»dfbre fi atn 


rf 
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threatened with poison conveyed througa 
the odious oiedium of bubble and 
squeak. I'll have your whole country 
put under military law, I will/' 

^' Poison ! Heaven many years preserve 
your gracious grace's grace/' exclaimed 
poor Doublechalk — '* Oh, Lord, I shall 
be hanged, drawn, and quartered, and 
all my property sold^ and all my chil- 
dren €^nfiscaied^ and only for saying 
bubble and squeak instead of plots and 
conspiracies. Ob, d* — n all plots and 
conspiracies say I ; and let no honest man 
hereafter say bubble and squeak, without 
looking to see if there is a hole in the 
wall of the room or the wiiidow through 
which the treason can escape. Oh, 
d — n all plots and conspiracies, and 
bubble and squeak, and the devil take 
the day that made me the unfortunate 
landlord of the— " 
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" Out upon your odious nojses, var- 
iety* exclaimed Mahony, " you are 
-committing worse treasons now in stun- 
ning the ears of his highness with your 
balderdash s^uff. Ifyou didn't mean to 
poison his higfanesSi he will be so con- 
descending as not to hang you ; so get 
you gone, and send us some wholesome 
supper/' 

Narcissus had relaxed his grasp upon 
Doublechalk's collar, and the poor land- 
lord» thrice happy at being rescued from 
the gripe of his guest^ hastily replied^ 
'* I'll send the cook to receive your 
gracious grace's grace's orders about the 
supper;'" and without looking* behind 
him, he rapidly bounced out of the 
apartment. 

** P— n me, Mac,*' said Narcissus — 
we funked the old one ; drove him into 
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cover in a detnlisli sweat. Poor devil ! 
I dare 6ay he ii^ delighted that he is DQt 
iK>w dangling from sotne lamp-post, or 
tree, as a fit recompence for his impu- 
dence, in daring to«peaV with a jest in 
his mouth before my very august coun* 
tenahce.*' 

" I do not doubt it your highuesB,'*' 
replied Mahony, " but as the poor devil 
meant tto mischief, ! dare' be grwern 
your highnfess will not scruple totai^ 
an extra glass for the good of bis >houst&. 
But, /zouttds, your highness, I wotiier 
what has become of poor ^MJlabtel all 
this tim^. 1 dare say she droops in 
your absence/' 


" The girl is decent in every respect,** 
answered Narcissus ~ " and answers 
very well for purposes of temporary re- 
^reatiion. When we get bome^ M«c, 1 
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mean to give you a mark of my especial 
favor. You have been accustomed to 
look out for me; and now it is my in- 
tention to turn over Milabei to you." 

'* Your highness is too kind and con- 
descending," replied Mahony — pretend- 
ing to wipe the tears from his eyes— 
" much too condescending to your poor, 
and unworthy servant ; I never aspired 
to such a distinguished honour, I do 
assure your highness ; and if it will oc- 
casion your highness one single pang to 
part ." 

" Devil a one, Mac, devil a one," 
responded Narcissus — *' By the time we 
get home I shall have had quite enough 
of her. Besides, I must not introduce 
low company at home. That would 
not do, Mac ; that would not do. Must 

VOL. III. s 
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]i«ep up wmetbtiig^ like a deccjifc digSM^T^ 
of af^orance^ you know/' 

/ 
It w*? aceojdiagly agosed on the in- 
stant, that as Mahony had now his 
-wHeW ko«t8« to bioMetf, and could do 
■«» he vouMi, withwit beiug sub|«;ted 
to give an aeoouot of kistcoikluct, be 
etkould teX» Miinbel (o knoself immedi- 
ateJy on their arrvval at ih© Bwtoopotia 
of the Fteref-iete, •« that Nawissos 
»hooM be feft entirety uaehackkd to go 
after high«i» game; and ihis poiflbhcMtfg 
settled, the word of honour o( Mfthonjf 
was exacted that he should not poach 
befbre the i'itae. 

The rest <rf tfce evenwg pasa^ swoj 
with toleraWe eekrt. EteuWechalk , vrha 
fead pretty wett reeovefed ft<o» his^ i««» 
rmt alarm, intred^ce* th« a^fpe* witM 


m vast dumber of ^otigeei^, cmd m fMUifnP, 
Mceived a gracioti^ dtnile from^Natci^- 
iwuBBf who <;omp}imetited the host upofi 
his intrepidity, ^nd invited him to^eoflfe 
to his mansion at the metropolis of the 
FeKT^Msle, wfaiare h« pn»tti^d to Make 
him &»iipte aiAendi fat 1^ akrm whi^ 
ke hiad hemi made to undergd^ 
> 

But Doubtec^fillk Wasr A^ imm of m> 
muKSh dflgachy t& aece|y^t vb^ idvitatyen 
^f hii^ iU^Mtriood goa^. He had i^crad 
«id heacd v«yj ^ange things abo^t file 
ckarabt^r Df NtrcT€»xi^ and' tfti^ impfeK- 
aicm tbusimader upon bi^ mmd, waii^ti;^ 
,ilt> meams) oi a momeDtxry duri^imt; 
hut hadscrtet€*d io him a fixed Md fiffti 
reMirloi^ion, 900i^er to eat the bnsad ^f 
boBe^ ioduatry, earnard by the tc^l.Of 
bia fing!ets and the sweat of his bmtr, 
than tf^ gaia a mora amjde^ but kas bd * 
nourabTe, ttubsristeiiee, by ^m^rklg tke 

» 9 


\ 


76 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

corrupt appetite, or flattering the avarU 
^cious ear of an individual whom, what- 
.ever bis rank and station, be could not 

.revere. , ♦ 

• • • . . ' ' I. 

When Narcissus, therefore, invited 
Doublecbalk to visit him at his mansion, 

m 

the independent landlord, who was ra^- 
ther nettled at the joke which had beea 
fput upon him just before, and which 
.his perturbation prevented him imme- 
diately from detecting, promptly re- 
plied— " Yoiir highness is kind to in- 
.vite me to your mansion, but I have 
• many concerns to manage, and gadding 
about the country would but poorly 
agree with my interests ! I must mind 
the main chance, or else, when some of 
your money-scrapers come for dues of 
me, I should cut but a sorry figure, and 
.the honour of my visit to your highness. 
would be called sorry payment/' 
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: Narcissus did not much admire Dou* 
falechalk's bluntness, but policy required • 
him to put on a smile, and be obeyed . 
and swallowed . his . supper with a tole- 
rable . relish ; and^ no sooner was the . 
meal finished than Milabel was sent for- 
to give anfa4ditioqal zest to the wine 
which flowed abundantly, until both the. 
illustrious Narcissus and his faithful at- 
teoidant were both happy to ^vail them- ' 
selves of the assistance of Doubleehalk/ 
and bis wstiters to get to their beds. 

It was the dawn of the following, 
morning which brought to Ashley the 
ipessehger from Duke Ernest, earnestly 
recalling bis brother to settle matters on ' 
a friendly footing with his mother. Nar- 
cissus and; Mahony/ ha:d just seated 
themiselves at the; break&st-table, when 
the dispatch. w»s presented tg the form- 
ed, \^ho, suj^pwing thQ ^contenta to re-- 
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late to mete matters' of fausioos^ atid 
bemg too mdplent bimfieif to perose 
tbem, gave the. pukets to Mafaofy^ aaad 
deiifed him to. read tbem aioiud ta him^ 
.that bs might digest the : aitsMrer be 
sbouiii send tbMs, at the samfi lime that 
he digested hi& eofibe^ lolla, mourraa/lQde, 
aed brand jr* 

r « 

. . » . ' • .» . - • « 

Mabonf) aceordiigly, obedieiyt to tbe 
cBmflMted of his master^ broke the seal i 
and hamniing two or three kiaiea, to 
clear his vehicles of sounds read as foi- 

♦* Dear Narcissusf-^By the lord Hafty, 
" if you don't comb back to your man-: 
<^ sion, the fikt" will be all in' the fire. 
*• I have brought my wife over to the 
*^ Fever-iale ; ^^iid rhis v^iy <tey hav^ 
** been trying thfe experiment of a visit' 
** to my mother; fcut, in |pite of ajl 


Amwf^wiTtumVi, 


T9 


« tirtt your diiughtttr, Lady Charfotste 
** (#h6 tre^t^ UB .very kindly| co»kft 
^ dOj, Ibe f^ld lady would not Ree iw, 
♦* but telfe the housfe in a fisryw Now 
«* wh^t tl^e d^Vil \^ to bfe done, I knofkr 
" not * toy Wife ik turiied very shi'ewirii 
** upob th^ ^ubjeet, al)d/ unless I call 
*^ di^covisf s(Miie m^ans of ftuttiog her 
*^ iiifo haiti<>\ir ag^in^ I am likely to 
*^ lead bat a sorry life of iU I must 
" rely on your brotherly kindness and 
*^ ing^duity for iny rescue from thia 
** eursed scrape. I>o pray return homo 
•* itnoie^i^teiy^ fbr I eannot venture to 
^* move a dingle step withou t yonr dd^ 
** vice and assistance. Ernest.*' 


•* Oh Lord! Oh Lord!" cried Nfer- 
fciteus*-.*' Cbme to the fever-isle too ! 
This i* t bad business. What a devil 
of a hfe^dsfrofclg fellovr this brother of 
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mine isf WeW, well, I suppose some^^ 
thiDg must be done for him. What a 
happy fellow you are, Mac, who have no 
brothers and sisters, and . mothers^ and 
the like, round about you, to plague 
you to madness. Zounds and the 
devil, I wish I had never interfered 
in the business ; the old lady is as 
stubborn as a milestone in spite of all 
my eflForts.*' 

*' But, your highness, the duchess 
is handsome and amorous, and I dare 
say will have no objection to-be grate- 
ful — very grateful," replied Mabony, 
slily. 

." Oh, I tm down upon you/* an- 

I ftwered Narcissus, . laying the forefinger 

of his right hand against the side of his 

nose—" I understand you, Mac I Grood 
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thought! cursed strange that it never 
sbdaM^'bccur to me. Something miay 
come of it. Gratitude is a great frieod 
of mine, though I never admitted her 
within the doors of my heart. No, 
no, she could haye no business there. 
OtheFs may be^ grateful to me. But I 
have no cause to be grateful to any 
body in the worid. I confer favour^ on 
femates, and have a right to expect a 
recompence ; they are all gratitude, and 
cannot ^ear to appear unkind in return 
for obligation ; so gratitude pioneers the 
way for toe, and then you know, I do 
as I like. You know this, Mac, eh t 
Oh, Mac^ you are a- cunning fellow, a 
very useful fellow ; • could not do at all 
without you. Must think of making 
you some handsome compensation bye 
and bye. Eh, Mac ! How should you 
like to be a duke ?" 

£ 5 
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Then did Mahony put bin hand to bis 
chiny and puU up bis oeckclotb^ and itae 
fkmk bis chair, and bow most profound* 
]y, eten to tba very ground, before he 
venlured open a reply, for it waa pro* 
1>abiy the first time in his life that his 
t|o«ghts bad evtr 90 much aspired, atid 
he could not^ in a moment, regain bis 
composure, which had been eompletely 
thrown off its balance i>y the suggecttion 
of the possibility of such a diali aguish* 
ed reward fortius servioea. At length, 
hoive¥er> he be^an — ^^ Dread sir« pink 
and mivroc of men, honeycomb of rank, 
and essene*^ of great^es^, what can I sa^ ? 
Like to be a duke ! Sir^ I should e&. 
pire with extaey* for I have epfis^thing 
like SttbitiU^n in my nature. Bofd to be^ 
a duke ! Qh Lord^ six, I veyy much 
fear your Ughnffs is only jestijug with 

Si 

me. 


>> 
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^' Never more in earnest, Mac^ upon 
toy honor V* said Narcissus, laying bis 
faaftd upon bis left breast, by iray of 
givinfg a more impressive effect to tbe 
declaration ; and tben^ looking kindly, 
open Mahony, be resupied— j-" Yes, 
Mac^ you shall be a duke, I am deter** 
mined. You will make a very good 
duke ; and, • let me see, you shall her 
Duke of Jackalls ; and I shall crea1:e a* 
new order of knigbtbood on purpose to 
jnstal you and a feir more of my very 
select friends, tod I bafvd some 'inten* 
tionf of cbfisiemng it the cMrder of Pan- 
d^ i but more of this at another op» 
porturiity, Mac ; for the present, we 
must prepare to rMurn tio give some aid 
to Ernest/' 

" Your highness stands unexcelled 
in virtue," cried Mahony, bowing again. 
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X as Narcissus left the room to dress for his 
departure ; and^ no so6ner Was his back 
turned, than his fac-totum immediately 
began to soliloquize upon the new ho- 
nours which awaited-him. "A duke! a 
duke! Zounds, what a thing it will be 
for me to become a duke. This hand; 
and these fingers — —I have seen dukea 
with worse ; nay, truth to tell, I think 
my master's are not so handsome. My 
valet will come into my bed-room about 
noon — Will your grace — ^your grace- 
wish to wear your blue embroidered 
coat, or your green silvered one to-day. 
Then my grace will assume airs of digr; 
nity becoming my high rank, and mar-- 
ry — no — d— n me, I won't marry again, 
ril be free and independent \ for what, 
is the use of being a duke, if I am to be 
night and morning rated by a woman. 
No, I won't marry. I'll subdue all the 
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girls, and have more concubines than 
Solomon; for I am determined Til en-* 
joy myselfip Then L will sit in the great 
councils of the island ; and speak, no I 
won't speak^ — for I have read a fable 
when I was a school-boy » something 
about an ass who got a skin of a lion 
and put it on, and passed for a lion some 
time, all the beasts ran away, and the 
whole realm of the forest paid him 
homage, but the fool must one day 
speak, and egad, as soon as the aninials 
heard him Bray, they found out the 
cheat, and plagued, the poor devil with 
long ears — No, no, I won't speak, t 
am determined ; I'll do any thing but 
speak. Zounds, I shall be but a small 
duke, but no matter, size is no consi- 
deration ; I have known dukes full 
as small as myself, yet much loved and 
reverenced/' Thus did poor Mahony, 
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nors, not for the purpose of destroying^ 
the birds and animals which inhabited 
the woods, but with a stupid and silly 
view of informing themselves how mat- 
ters went on amongst Ahe tenantry : — 
whether this man kept bis land in good 
order : whether that could afford to pay 
the whole rent which was required of 
him ; whether the stewards and agents 
discovered any partiality in their managie- 
ment, or resorted to modes of individual 
Qppression ;.and whether all things were 
conducted with due order and de^corum, 
and in every respect, as they ought to 
be. . 

- But not so was the ckse in these more 
advanced and enlightened ages. :0f'^ the 
world. Lords of manors, now..a^days, - 
(meaning the days of Narcissfus^ &<*%>> 
had fallen into'^the practice of. acting in* 
every transaction by deputy. Narcissusi^ 
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left his matters, or the affairs of the 
island, to be managed at the pleasure of 
a few of the, principal tenants^ and he 
did not trouble himself whether thingS: 
went well or ill, so that he was not 
much troubled and pestered about them. 
He had no better object in view, in go- 
itog over his manor, than to hear himself 
applauded wherever the people were in 
the humour .for it; :aad to obtain a. di- 
versity of scene^ dnd a complete change 
of life, of employments, and amusen 
ments for a short time, just far the sake 
of relieving and enlivening the duU mo- 
notony of the old routine. 


M • J • • > 


Such being the great object of NaN 
cissus, he felt no disappointment in re- 
tracing his steps to his metropolis, be- 
cause he could renew his journey with 
pleasure at his own convenience, and 
bend his progress in a new directioni 
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more pcoliftc in doarces of entertain- 
ment than the cd^ntry in which he now 
i^as. It was about an houi" before sun--^. 
set when the travellers bade adteu to 
Ashley, and turned their horses to\vafHi» 
the metropolis; and the sun was stiii 
gilding the tops of the distant moun- 
tains when they passed the gloomy spoH 
which was the scen« of their yester* 
night's dangers and apprehensions, and 
which forcifcily recalled the remembruoica 
of all which' took place. 

^^' Ton must confess, Mac^ you we^e 
terribly alarmed/' said Narcissus, eying 
his fac-totum^ who was immediately 
about to return the charge/ in k very 
uncouniierwlike manner, when the pro« 
mised dukedom suddenly shot across 
his brain, and prevented^ all the long 
train of possible consequences wbii^h 
Plight have ensued. 


^ / 


^ Y«a, your biffobess, I \?b« a Httle 
startled/' returned Mahoiiy-**^ but I 
have been uncommonly nervous ever 
since I was stoppeH Mot wintsr near to 
Bf ^h tbay^totre^^, 

« Stopped ! yao stopp^wt^ Mw/* te^ 
tttrded Narcisras, in a voio^i of af^renV 
astonisliiiieDt*^V never hea^d a wo4^ of 
it before. What time wa$ % Mac f^ 

* 

Mahony immediately resumed—" Tit 
tell your highness the story again. I 
was just t^otfiing through a narrow part 
of the toad^egad, it was not unlike 
this, and about the>«ame time df ibei 
mght, and the eveKi^fti^ too WM $ome-» 
what like ; 1 had just got undfep a hiige 
oak tree w.hich branches over the rOad, 
when^ stfddeftty, four men, at'ieast, or 
there might have been half a de*ien of 
them, jumped from behind the hedge,- 
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armed with blunderbusses, muskets;^ 
pistols, md swords — --" 

.*'. For .God's sake, Mac, don't men- 
tion the abominable catalogue,/' inter-- 
rupted Narcissus — " leave tBe rest for 
my. imagination to supply^ I bate the 
Q^mes of the spitfire machines, ever since ^ 
the day when— — Jbut I won't jrecal tha: 
images of the? past* Well, Mac, yoU; 
must have been most intolerably fright-* 
^ed — go on, Mac !'*. 

■ • '. r 

^ Blunderbusses, muskets — ^ I beg^- 
3?our higbn?ss'3 pardon — ^I , m^an cectaia , 
dreiadful instruments oi an 0ffSensive. 
description. Sirra'h,, said th^ fitst>: 
and 'he held one of his fiery buU-dog»^"^ 
close to my head — Give all your cash, . 
and jewels, and plate, and goods and ^ 
chattels, "and notes pf hand, and draughts^ 
apd deeds, and lea^es^ and releases t 


-- ■ AND riFTEE-N. 95 

" Halloo> the unconscionable radcal," 
vociferated Narcissus — " What the de- 
vil, did he think you carried every thing 
you possessed in your pockets ?^ You 
are quizzing/' 

Then did' Mahony swear that he 
never had an intention of presuming to 
.quiz his illustrious master, who wad by 
far too acute [and clever to be imposed 
.upon by any wit in the universe, and 
-then did he vow that this was the first 
ftime he himself was ever taken for a 
wit; and then, also, after this preface, 
did Mahony swear to the truth of all he 
was saying, and declare that the ora- 
torical rogue went through all the voca- 
bulary of property, just as he had named 
it, *? arid" continued Mahony — " leases, 
^and releases, and indentures, and mort- 
gages, : and reversionary' transfers, and^ 
stock receipts^ and — the villain conti- 


94 £IGaiP£e^ KUKD41ED 

nu6(l«--*'everf bidier kind and descrip- 
tion of property whatsoeyet or wftere- 
Boever situatsd, Ij^ing and bein^, of 
which yoii hnve bMome »eised and posr* 
gessed, \yhether in your atm^ right, or 
the right of your dearly beloA'ed wife 
Mrs* Mahofly, or a»y other/* 

** Ha, bt, ha^ ha ! One of old Pimple^ 
nose's tricks for a gaiaea!'^ cried Nar- 
cit6U9> hol&fng his side«, and }&ijghing 
Bibst iimcBodemtely at Mahony's tecb- 
ni«al tate of di«tre9R-^'* Done jiitt to 
frigbbcn you a bit, Mac« I seie k alt; I 
me it } ftne fdlow for fan and frolic. 
ptj hts txn a glass of ftuwk, it was Pim- 
•pienfoWi^ CridL** 

^ 1.. 

**^Tq»f fajglktoss^s^ $agacrty h mast 

cwWKpnehensive »nd iwtonrf^wttg,*' w- 

luvned MabiMiy— *•' foti whe» I began, to 

f Mmick my potke^^ aad Kn o^Sbr lo^ ibe 


\ 


watch^ the scoundrel burst into % loAid 
laugh, in which he was joined by all 
his u^fl|M^inc»p4ed oompanians^ and^ all of 
'thtvoi discbaiging theip t^jible weapons, 
which, yoor faigfaness nsa^r readily ioisi** 
^ne, (Mi^ x»e ifito a devil of a funk, cmd 
made m% tumfaie from my horse with. 
tkete fright and apprehension^ tbey 
turned their aninMb skort f^unid ^hoii^t, 
and ftway they gp9Hop})ed)» laughing hi 
fial't chonos, aod feaxing 6»e balf covered 
with ftkhfjT mud> and balf dteadi with 
ahvrna. For tbe» U£q and sool of me I 

r 

f^n't bear gans, bb^iiA^ifcoafie^, w^ the 
Ii4te 9vev siaice tkafc liofte; aoi ciia I 
Ik^ld viy kaad sl^eadje;'' 

** It w«s oid WnnplMos^k i*U pledge 
My life fiftr iC aiis«ip«red }iareiti^u»-«« 
*^ But did you never get a cUm to fittd 


\ 
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the rogue out ? how got you home, 
Mac ?•• 

" A farmer came by with an empty 
waggon, and saw me floundering just 
like an eel in a mudhole; so, your high- 
ness, he stopped his. team, and asked 
what the devil had put me in that 
plight. I told him the deril, I believ- 
ed, had attacked me in the shape of 
eight or ten. highwaymen, and had 
knocked me off. my horse, and batter^ 
and bruised me more than ever the 
knight of the woful countenance was 
thumped and bumped in his life; and 
*that, if he was going to Brightbaystone, 
he would be doing God and a gentle- 
man service, if he would ihake me a 
soft bed in hrs waggon, and carry 
me and my horse without-shaking us 
-to atoms. 
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** And old Hodge^ I suppose^ clapped 
both* the beasts into his waggoa toge- 
ther, and carted them home V* said 
Narcissus, still laughing at what . he 
called an excellent joke. 

** He did so, your highness/',, ^turn- 
ed Mahony, *; but not until he Had dis- 
located all my whole members, and 
jointed all my dislocated ones into their 
own sockets again. Oh, I shall never 
forget that night, your highness, if I 
live a thousand years. A fortnight 
after I dined with your highness, whea 
Pimplenose was present. I did not sus- 
pect him then ; but he queered me, and 
quizzed me, and tipped his winks round 
the table so freely, and seemed to laugh 
at me or abo.ut me so very often, that 1 
thought there was something in the 
wind ; and, though I never could fathom 

VOL, III. p 
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ft, yottt higbnet^s has given me f>leHtiful 
light uj)an the subject all at once." 

" It is the practice of the old boy,'* 
returned Narcissus — " and two or three 
timesl have been within a trifle of making 
one upon some excursion of this descrip- 
tion ; but, I always feared we might meet 
with something serious, which might 
make the affair end altogether otherwise 
than might have been intetided. I am 
fond enough bf jokes, and hoaxes, afid 
little bits of frolic, but I don*t like theiii 
when there is any darnger mixed ariiongst 
them. I was always -a prudent jester, 
you know, Mac.*' 

This was a very candid admission of 
Karcissus; for though, in truth, th^ 
can be no impropriety in men of stich 
mighty rank and importance conde- 


scend rng now ahd ^tben to i&igiiteii thofi^ 
who are beneath ^hem, in wdist to aa 
certain the true temperature of their in» 
trepidity ; and, although young, lordr 
of this Ban>e manor bad^ m the records 
of the kfe inform us^ agesbaek^ beaa. 
given to such s|Mrited recreations^ 4be 
Fever-ialanders, of the generation of 
which these p^es treat, wei« such « 
slanderous and impitdent race of people, 
that they did not scru^ple to cond^lM 
such i»raeAice9 openly and viotefttly^ 
vad even to go so fiir as to deckre that 
lords of manors ought to he puiiiabe4 
when tbey played such imcik».up<m tra^ 
vellersy ju^t as ^the tenants themselvdi 
would be, if they were to pursue such 
wfrkes w the akrim of the 'conmiu* 
Bky. 

Tb^ had ^4 thus »u eh sepeatedly ; 
snd )Mi Nsioissus had nc^ goeat wish 40 

f3 
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be abused by every hedger and ditcher 
N upon his manor, although his native in- 
dependence made him care but very 
little what was said of him, he was jight 
to conceal any propensity of this de- 
scription to which he was subject, if he 
was subject to any,' and only to mention 
loosely and in confide^nce to his fac- 
totum^ that he had been well nigh 
tempted once or twice to venture him- 
self into such situations as thpse which 
were likely to call down upon him a 
mass of obloquy from his ill-natured 
-tenantry, who were too much disposed 
to be ever on the watch to detect a 
flaw in his character and conduct, 

■ The day passed on, and the journey 
drew nearer and nearer to a close. The 
resolution of Narcissus it was to reach 
his metropolis and his home that even* 
ing ; and as no circuoistahces had oc« 
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curred during this tour^ to lessen his. 
old antipathy to travelling in the dark, 
every exertion was made by the drivers 
to supersede the necessity of scouring 
dark, gloomy, and dangerous roads dur- 
ing the night. Notwithstanding their 
efforts, however, the sun had gone 
down, while the travellers were yet at a 
distance of thirty miles from the place 
of their destination f and^ although Nar- 
cissus felt less terrors, in consequence 
of his hourly approach to a inore lively 
part of his manor, yet he cQuld not 
entirely divest himself of the apprehen- 
sions "which held\ him under controul, 
and which it is right to hope, were 
more the result of education thaix of any 
bad practices; but trembled a little a» 
the gathering clouds foretold the ap-5 
proximation of the demon of the storm. 

His highnesses fears, however^ werq in 
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this imhuice void of any thing mere 

than an imaginary foundation ; no trqes 

q>peared to impede bis puogrees ; no 

laughing peasantry stood tittering st the 

village doora to caciae alarm to^ his «2s« 

ceptible mind, far ^ke boors and peisuit 

santry, as he 4rew n«arer tbo' seat of htt 

own extravagance, as the Feverwalawleiw 

were aecustoined ^o say,. weK too pttit 

and* wretched, too mttcii bowed down. 

by the iron hand 0§ power and opfipea*^ 

sion, too^ kanly fed, and too maftcb beg^ 

gared in their scanty lesoiarces, t9> sbenr 

generalty those indecenit synptoanr oC 

merrimen't which bad io a remotor dia« 

irict offended the ear» of the mtgktjr 

Narcissus. Whewvef he now saw, bjr 

the gloomy light which issued from the 

windows of the bumble cabin, the tenant 

WTtbin, he appeai^ed to be leaning over 

his scanty fire, whelmed with sorrow 

and cafe ; or in other pTaces^ he might 
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witness the cottager trudging to hi^ 
door with a scanty loaf of bread under 
bis arm, and half a score of ragged chil- 
dren st^rndjng on the threshold^ and 
faolding out their little anxious hands 
to supplicate the immediate relief of 
the cravings of nature. With such- 
p^c^uffes before his eyes, had Narcissus 
been of a diflRBreat temper of mind fronsi 
what b« wsM»t he might have £allen int^ 
gloom and despondency, and have giypm 
bis moments to the toil of reflection; 

be might have overstrained his nice and 

# 

r^&ied ija^tellect in die vising means of 
Bsaking these wretched objects less 
wretched, and^ of magnify ii^ by his own 
personal example and exertions, the 
little sun» of happiness which. seemed to 
be th« lot of those about him. But, ao ; 
Narcissus w^s too wise and too prudent 
to njsh upon uanwessary care and toil ; 
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he husbanded his intellectual facultiei^ 
for better purposes ; he loved to disse- 
mfhate joy in narrower circles ; to create 
e.ddies of pleasure round his own table 
and his own person ; but to leave the 
diffusion of general bliss to his advisers, 
ivhose business it was, more than his, 
to attend to the interests of the manor* 
If we ask, what was his exact province ? 
he would doubtless answer us—" En- 
joyment, the great end of human exist- 
ente." 

t 

It is so in smaller manors, parva ann^ 
ponere magnis^ where the lord commits 
hot only his own, but the interests of 
all his tenantry to some favorite steward, 
who, perhaps, by flattering' his master's 
weaknesses, pandering to his pleasures, 
and supplying him with the means of 
dissipation, whenever called upon for 
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that purpose, has wormed himself into 
his confidence, and rendered himselC 
more necessary to his lord, than his iord 
is to him. For a time, he continues to 
accommodate J^is -master with the funds 
necessary for the promotion of all hi^s 
disorderly. views ; and these he raises by 
oppressing the tenantry, exacting from 
them more thaii they are able to bear, 
pursuing measures of unjustifiable ri- 
gour to enforce immediate payment, dnd 
borrowing of the more opulent upoa 
usurious interest. The tenantry, pinched 
and oppressed to the lowest extreme of' 
suffering, become dissatisfied,and appeal 
firo<lpi the steward to his lord ; but the 
latter, aware of the necessity of keeping 
upon good terms with his servant, either 
lends a deaf ear to all tl^ complaints and 
remonstrances which are laid . before 
him> or instantly refers the matters 

74 
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of thepetitioD, Ssc. to the steward kim* 
self; who, armed with indisiKi table 
power» and burning with rage against 
those of the tenants who have been 
kardy eooi^ to eiufeavour to stir up 
strife betwixt \n» master and himself*, 
ratloofales his cruelties a»d oppressions 
vpoQ the fffosccihed sei»oastratO(rSy pur« 
sues them as. far as be may or dare pursue,, 

scncfioned by the connivance of his mas*^ 
tai hinwdtf^ until at length the poorer and 
jMhset laseftiL of tb^ tenants throw up 
their fisms^ and seek a better landlord;, 
and the ri€hef> who have lent money 
upon the mortgages of the lands, resort 
to legal measures to recover their own« 
tpd after a short straggle, turn out both 
the lord and biis steward, and divide the 
manor amoe^ themselves, in discharge 
of tbdr own debts. 

Where the analogy holds good, the 
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reader will not want pe»el;wtioJC^ tq 
9Pf ly it : wberein it fails, let tl)e over- 
drawing of the picture here sketched be 
attributed more to. the wish to make it a 
finished picture in itself, than to a design 
to make it an exact likeness of the state 
of the manor qf Fever-isle. Although 
there may be something pretty syno- 
nymous in* the characteristic of the 
stewards^ none is intended or pretended 
in those of the lords. The authoir 
would not be guilty of so glaring a de« 
yiation from strict fact as to declsure 
Narcissus to be extravagant in his e3^- 
penditure, careless of the means whencq 
he derived his resources, deaf to the true 
interests, and the prayers and remour 
stjances, . of his tenantry ; or so in- 
fatuated and attached to his stewardfi^ 
as to leave it to them to reply to the 
complaints which reached hioEi. Nothing 
could be farther from his intention than 
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to impute any thing of a vicious ten- 
dency to the illustrious object of hi^ 
memoir. Follies there may be some in 
the gredt tnass of human excellence, 
for who can plead an exemption fron) 
the amalgamaj which nature has mixed 
in the metal of which she made man ; but 
wherever he hath formed a light shade 
of folly, be it remembered by every 
reader, of high or low degree, whatever 
his vocation or avocation in life, that 
he only designateth It a shade of folly, 
which appeared 'while the powerful 
radiance of his highnesses dazzling in- 
tellectual rays was, for an instant absent 
from his brain ; a vtniat error j to use the 
words of the law of the Fever-isle, when 
classifying crimes which had nothing to 
do with the heart. 

But to quit digressions, and digres- 
sions, although sometimes very neces- 


\ 


\ 
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sary to eke out a chapter, or to make out 
the exact quantity of matter which the 
bookseller requireth for his " I promise 
to pay, &c." are as often very- tedious 
interlopers in a work, as they are of a 
contrary description. A digression is 
. sometimes an illustration, as in the in- 
stance which is now before the reader, 
and, in such case, it is not liable to the 
charge of superfluity, whatever may be 
said of its tediousness. The author^ 
however, after escaping the Scylla of 
superfluity, lest he should get bumped 
On the Chary bdis of tediousness,^ pro* 
ceedeth with his story. 

» 
Night had hung out k few of her 
lamps when Narcissus and Mahony 
were blessed with the sight of the arti- 
ficial lamps which dimly besprinkle the 
various roads into the metropolis of the 
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Fever-isJe. The very sight of these 
symptoms of homb raised the spirits of 
Narcissus, as rapidly as the influence of 
a good kitchen fire would have elevated 
the quicksilver in one of Fahrenheit's 
thermometers. They were up at *' boil- 
ing water" in the space of sixty seconds ; 
and although they uniformly fell about 
twenty degrees every time the carriage 
passed by a dead wall, they as regularly 
recovered themselves on the first glance 
oi a row of lamps. 

n There was a long silence betweeix 
Narcissus and Mahony; for the former^ 
to do him justice, had dropped into a 
leverie about his brother^ and was 
really, mirahile dieiu, thinking what 
could be done to bring about the: recon« 
ciliation which was the object of tho 
visit of Duke Ernest and his duchess ta 
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the FeveNisIe. He felt himself in much 
pecpkxity upon the subject ; for he stocid 
commkted to his brother, and roust, 
therefore, go through the business with 
biai, at aoiy risks, while there was the 
sligbteat possibility of effecting the ul- 
tisiiate eBd. At the same time, be was 
fkr from wishing to quarrel with his 
mcdrhdr. He knew her temper too well^ 
to wish • for any dispute ; for it was 
knpossible to calcolate the probable 
coiisequeac6» of a faUing out. No cal* 
culation could embrace them, for they 
must depend entirely upon the capricea^ 
of the moment. The duchess might in 
a fit of spleen and anger, make those 
discoveries of a family nature 'which 
she would be the last to divulge, while 
under the iiifluence of right reason, but 
which were very' likely to escape from 
ker when right reason happened to be 
dozing or absent from her post. She 
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might adopt expressions which might 
get abroad; and well he knew th^t if 
half hints only got wind, and reiached 
the ears of the tenantry, there were never 
wanting persons to fan the flame they 
made, to fill up the deficiencies upoa 
the ear, and to make a plausible and 
most -mischievous st5ry out of verjj raw 
and very scanty materiaU. All this 
occurred to his mind at the same mo- 
ment, and so suspended his determi- 
nation that he could not come to any 
resolution as to his future conduct; He 
shuffled and shuffled about upon his 
seat^ to no purpose^ and at length the 
effervescence of his feelings produced 
an ejaculation — " What the devil shall 
I do?" 

Mahony, in the mean time, had fallen 
" from thought to thought," until at 
length he caught fast by the4mage of 
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Milabel; when imagination began iral- 
mediately to run riot in the pictures 
which she drew of future enjoyment. 
Yet even pleasure brought a pang with 
it; for the expence g^t which the plea- 
sure was to be purchased came glaring 
upon his ^mind, and dimmed the lustre 
of anticipated happiness. Mahony was 
an economist, and loved to have his 
pleasures g-ra/z^ ; and herein he imitated 
his master, who, actuated by the same 
principle, doubtless, had consigned 
pretty Milabel over to Mahony, in order 
to get rid of the cost of maintaining 
her, and finding her necessary apparel, 
employment, &c. This thought had just 
4Struck Mahony, and it raised a conflic- 
tlon in his bosom of a most desperate 
nature. Avarice advised him to return 
the present of his master, and save his 
money. The love of pleasure persuaded 
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him to use her for a little time^ and then 
to copy Narcissus, and to transfer her to: 
a meaner possessor: and the latter, 
thought pleased him so well that he had 
quite recovered from his momentary 
dejection, and was again under the 
iDfluence of cheerfulness, when the— 
" What the devil shall I do ?" of Nar- 
cii$us^ canape loudly upon his ear. 

« 

. Mabony stared for a moment, but did 
JfcOt "venture to reply instantly. After 
givii^ hii3(>9^1f a few moments pause, 
however, for reflection, he determined 
to ayail himself pf his-usual privilege of 
ipeech, aiid bad accordingly turned him- 
self balf rovind upon his seat, and was 
lust on the point oC making some kind 
enquiry into the cause of his master's 
troubles and perplexities, when the car- 
riaige suddenly stopped and put an end 
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to his intentions ; and in a moment a 
valet opened the door of the vehicle, 
when the amazed^ travellers, with no 
small astonishment perceived that they 
were at home. 


116 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 


CHAP. XXIII 


A p^p into domestic H/e, 'and a view of nothing 
extraordinary/ — The terrors of a husband, and 
the dissatisfaction of a wife — Tenderness r«- 
buked,. and a little sparkle of manhood which 
glimmers and grows prodigiously — The denefi* 
cial effects of manliness-^^Domestic fyarmany, 
and a new conquest. 


The 'time which elapsed betwixt the 
dispatching the messrenger to Narcissus, 
and the arrival of the latter, was devoted 
by Duke Ernest to shew to his wife 
the various curiosities^ and objects wor- 
thy of notice, which were to be found 
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^ In the metropolis of the Fever-isle; 
partly, perhaps, out of pure affection, 
and partly to keep herhighness's temper 
at peace ; for he justly feared that top 
much leisure would naturally enough 
leave her so much opportunity to mould 
and elicit reproaches, that he had much 
reason to fear the consequences which 
might accrue. He accordingly made 
great professions of tenderness, talked 
largely 6f the pleasures which were to 
be found in the island^ and concluded, 
with proposing that she would accon^- 
pany him to see the performance of one 
of the productions of the most ingenious 
poet which the island had produced, 
and which was just on the point of com* 
licencing' at the time he made the pro- 
posal. 

The duchess assented to the request 
oi her spouse^-**' Not/' said she, ^' that 
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I anticipate any particular gratifioatioii 
fh>m a visit to your theatre ; for I do but 
insufficiently enter into the spirit of your 
language ; but it will assist to beguile 
the time, until your brother Narcissus 
may be able either to come in person, 
or to send an answer to the dispatch yon 
have just forwarded to him. " Pray when 
is it likely that he will be able to receive 
and to answer it ?*' 

« Iti eight and forty hours, my lov», 
aft the furthest/' replied the dufcew 
^^ Perhaps, witbin \ms time than that 
yre may see him, for I have directed tltt 
man to travel through the night, so j|ieat 
is my anxiety to give ;pieasure 'to my 
tsfaairmer ; to her who is 4>be 6ole soofOe 
and centre of all my earthly joy." 

"*< Earthly nonsense V* exd^med the 
itoehess*-^*^ Don't 4)e always tfainkiof 
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dT ^ucih stuff, Erwest; but, if ydu hmre 
an^ brains, which I am very much in* 
clrned to dbiibt, do prithee employ them 
in inventing some mode or other, by 
which we itaay succeed in bringing 
your mother round into a good hu- 
mour, tk) you think I can have any 
fjnjoyment in this manor, when I recoU 
lect that Tshe who is at the head of it, 
shuts her doors in ray face, and will 
neither notice me herself, nor recom*^ 
mend to the principal persons who are 
^out her to notice me ? Didn't you 
tifeceive ifie at first; and have you not 
deceived tne again, when you prevailed 
th me to come ov^ here l^ telling nm 
a pack of noiisense, about what you 
cotild db wUh your mother, when you 
could introduce me to her !'* 

fler'faighneds wa« now touching u^oa 
Tii^lt string Wliiiih of all •othent, Duke 
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Ernest had wished and studied to avoid. 
He determined, therefore, to get rid of 
the subject as soon as he possibly could, 
for he foresaw nothing but a tremendous 
storm, unless he could find out some 
ready means to divert its progress — 
** I have not, my dearest love," said he, 
taking out his watch — *' indeed^ I have 
not deceived you ; and time will shew 
you that I am all truth and affection. 
But we must be going; you will scareely 
have leisure to change your dress. Let 
me recommend it to you to make as 
much speed as you can, We have not 
an instant to lose ; and I must go and 
give a few orders about a little business, 
and direct the carriage to be at the 
door." While he was. speaking, the 
duke had crept sideways towards the 
door, in order, to facilitate his egress, 
and just as he had finished hi^ speech,, 
kissing his hand to the duchess, |ie has- 
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tily opened it; and with one motioa 
much more rapid than graceful, suc- 
ceeded in extricating himself from a 
situation very uncongenial to his feel- 
ings. 

" Mercy on me !'* internally ejaculated 
the duchess, as Ernest closed the door 
after him — " sure liever was poor un- 
happy woman, more likely to be plagued 
eut of her senses by a stupid husband 
than I am by mine : I am in a pretty 
situation truly. Here, like a great bear 
in the woods, I have already contrived 
to drive away my spousy, who, lil be 
bound for him, in another month will 
tremble at the very ^ight of me as much 
as he would at stepping info the way of 
a crocodile, or a tiger, or an elephant. 
Well, well, I shall be able to rule him, 
that is at least one comfortable reflec* 
tion ; and having found out this secret, 
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I stiaU be able toi have my own way in 
every thing. Sball I be happy ^ni 
I fear aot ; for life is but a listless sort 
of a thing, if there is no contradi-ctisOQ m 
it. How I should have preferred to 
have met with aman^ who could have 
kectored^ and blustered, and opposed my 
wishes now aad then, just in order t0 
h^ve exercised Biy feelings a little. Theii 
I could have storiBed, and stamped^ and 
cried a little now ami then., until I hwi 
g<Qmd my own way ; and there wouM 
have been a pleasure in the victory ; huM 
always to be tied up to a twig, which, 
bends just as you bend, and gives na 
scope for the exei^ise of your str^ngtb, 
oh ! it ia a sickening lot, and if Heaven^ 
who took away my other two busbandft 
to another world, would but favor me 
oaie more, I should feel myself but bttk 
the wotse for my loss." 
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TbuB were thid reflecti^ fecufties erf 
the duelled employed for 8om4 miiiutcv 
dfter Duk€ Ernnst had left lh« robm, 
add the same ti^in of thought her big^h'- 
ned» caffied with her to ber dressiDg- 
rooto, when she we«t to dress herself to^ 
accompany her husband to the theatre ;» 
till by the time she was fully] prepared M 
make her appearance, she had reflected 
herself into a very critical kind of h4i^ 
mour, of which it must have been abso« 
lutely necessary to have given the duke 
a gentle bint, to prevent the hafmony 
aS the evening fi^om being disturbed, had 
not ber highness herself, by her very 
itmnner of giving her husband her pocket 
handkerchief to carry to the coach, suf«f 
ficiently warned him of the state of her 
disposition towards him and alt about 
teer« 

For some minutes, a dead siledoe en^ 
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sued the starting of the carriage. It 
was that kind of calm which is as much 
to be feared as the storm ; and the duke 
felt so alarmed during the whole of its 
continuance, that he dealt pretty boun- 
tifully in self-reproach, because he bad 
been so unfortunate as to propose this 
trip of pleasure, and did not rather pre- 
fer to meet her reproaches at home, to 
the double disappointment which seemed 
now. to stare him in the face. 

" My love !" ^ at length his highness 
ventured to exclaim^ and handed to his 
duchess a bottle of otto of roses, in a 
gold case, with all the grace he could 
command. 

There was something very melting in 
the air and manner of his highness as he 
performed this act of gallantry, which 
was admirably adapted to appease the 
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•»ngry workings of the female breast; 
for although Duke Ernest had not par- 
ticularly studied the art of engaging the 
fair sex, he could by dint of great exer- 
tion assume one of those interesting 
glances, and that tone of sentimental 
tenderness, which are almost sure to 
find their way to the heart. Yet he 
failed in this instance ; all his interest, 
and sentiment, and tenderness, could not 
succeed in tranquillizing the perturba- 
tion which racked the mind of his 
duchess. 

She did not put aside the bottle with 
a correspondent grace and gentleness ; 
nor in a twin tone of tenderness, did she 
decline the intended favor. No, there 
was neither conciliation in her manner, 
nor honey in her voice, when she 
knocked the devoted otto of -roses out 
ot his hand, and fiercely exclaimed — 
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*^ Away with your tr^sh) I ^espise both 
it and you* Give me ^ ipan of vigour 
aojd 8ouU anc) spirit, who d^re try t9 
gpyern me, aqd none pf your white- 
livered sort/V 

A flash of lighting q^^ld inpt «»or# 
completely, b^ve«tpuqk poor Duk? Er» 
nert,. nor Priestley -a hug^ ejQ?trifying 
mc^cbine have »ore perfe?<|y olf<?tri» 
vfied bid highneas, than did this U9^our« 
Cfiou$ retorl^, In vain did he n^k ^nd 

puzzle his brain to discover of what 
offence he had been guilty against the 
, iiapredncii5 of beaufy ; wd it is but strict 
justice to him to declare, thai upon 
aearphiifg over aU the tablets of h^ 
memory, he found nothing re<)orded 
fkgamat him* He then bi^gan to digest 
the ternis of the repulse --r " Give me ^ 
man/' &c. Reason immediately whia^ 
pered in Ills ear that he waa by much 
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too yiekling a spouse ; that he Was too 
pliant and complaisant) and thus had 
laid the foundation of the contempt with 
which he had been treated. He thefl 
began to recal to mind instances where 
females bad4)een brought to reason by a 
tittle wholesome severity and vigour of 
conduct, and that husbands, who like 
rushes^ niight be bent and twisted anjf 
way» were only fit subjects for th^ 
ridicule of th^ir fellow^creatares. The 
duke could command a toheraUe degree 
of firmness upon a pinch; and the more 
he considered this matter, ^ the more he 
felt convinced of the urgent necessity 
of having recourse to all bis stock in the 
present instance.^ He, accordiqglyi 
picked up the b^ottle, which was pre^ 
served from injury, by its case, and 
putting it into his pocket with the ut« 
most coolness and composure imagine 
able, his highness calmly pulled down 
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one of the glasses of the carriage, and 
putting his head out at the window^ 
ordered the coachman to turn about, 
and return home. 

There was something decisive in the 
tone of his voice as he gave this order; 
and as the coachman was turning about 
the carriage to obey, by the glare of the 
lamps, which came full in at the win- 
dows, the duchess obtained a full view 
of the countenance of her husband, 
which presented to her a scene at once 
as novel, as it. wad astonishing and 
alarming to her. For the first time since 
she had been married, she began to sus- 
pept that there was something like firm- 
ness in the character of the man to whom 
she was united; and totally at a loss 
was she to know in what manner she 
could conduct herself on the occasion* 
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Not a single word had Duke Ernest 
spoken, since he had delivered his com- 
mands to the coachman, but having re- 
closed the window of the vehicle, had 
thrown himself back on the seat, and 
lapsed into a profound reverie. One 
moment he felt himself half inclined to 
make another advance of a tender de« 
scription, and gave way to. something 
like a feeling of compunction for the 
momentary harshness of manner into, 
which he had been betrayed by intern-' 
perate feelings; then again would the 
taunting words of the duchess recur to 
his memory, and affection would tak6 
flight, and stern resolution assume her 
seat. After he had paused, however, 
for some time^ and reflected and pon- 
dered, and pondered and reflected again, 
he came exactly to the same point 
whence he had set out, and at the ter- 
mination of his fit of cogitation, found 
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Umaelf juBt ia the same $(^q of per- 
plexity aDd irresoltttioa as 1a^ wa^^ in at 
the momeot he had apoken to the 
diriver. 

In the mean time, ragf , astonishcu^iit^ 
and gffief, by turns, awajDed tche feeHngt 
ef the duchess. Erery thiog ^pp^^^ 
)ike a dream ; &^ ooutd iK>t oonriiia^ 
heoself that all this was tedi, tk^ wob ^ 
iaronderful change coifld be the efiect of 
a moment. She must have bi^ee t(he 
victim of delusion ; be had been affeet* 
ing a character which did »ot beloog t^ 
him^ and} had put on the i?a«i9k olf tea^ 
demess and pliancy only fou the puj^pocfe 
of fathoming her disposition ; and \^^ 
that he had d^oveited; tbi^t it wa&^ by 
:^n opposite behayioux that sh^ wqs to. 
' be made a good wife, )^ wa^ abouit tQ 
IhfOw off all disguise^ and to appeal? be« 
fMre hfir sa© he really waft. The wore she 
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rdQeetedy the ohMre she felt satisfied that 
this was the cd«e,< and sbe ira» aow at a 
lasft how ta coridact benelf^ 8aa» not to 
lose his con&i&ace and affection, for it 
wa& evident to h^ei'self that she Hked hinr^ 
the better for the discovery of hhi nH^ 
character of firittties»* After eodsriideir* 
iogr. for aome minufes wbether she shomld! 
s^orm or reproach him, sibe aBaodOBedi 
botli desigDs as fraitful in danger; and^ 
appLjing her handkerchief fa her e^t»y 
hiifat into tears^ and aobbed audibiy. 

This was a most severe and masterly 
attack upon Duke Erneat, who sat and 
repented moat bitterly within hiniael0 
of, the rashness of which he accusedr 
bin^self ; yet a feeling of shftme tied bia^ 
tefigue, and he still remained silent, 
until his spouse, her stock of patieactti 
aiid. hope almost entirely exhausted,, 
ivith a voice broken by sobs and. appa^ 


133 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

rent anguish, stammered — " To w|iat 
aili I to attribute this insult ? Was I 
then brought away from my own land, 
and kidnapped into this Fever-isle, in 
order that, at a distance from my rela- 
tions whose vengeance you dreaded, you 
plight behave to me with as much inso- 
lence as you please ? Oh, I am the 
most unhappy woman that ever was 
born ! Would to God that I had died 
with my last husband, and not have 
subjected myself to this moat vile treat- 
ment }" 

Any other manner of address might 
have effected a change in the duke, and 
won him over to kindness and repent- 
s»ice ; in short, might have undone all 
which his paroxysm of determination 
had done ; but the words of the duchess 
served rather to increase than diminish 
the resolution of her spouse, whcs in a 
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voice of less kindness than he had ever 
before adopted towards her, replied— 
" Madam^ I am only seeking to gratify 
your own wish. You despised me 
when I was always pliant and affection- 
ate, and desired a spouse of spirit who 
would learn to govern you. I shall, by 
changing my character, endeavour to 
merit your esteem/' 

The duchess now perceived that she 
had gone too far, and had too much pre* 
sumed upon the softness of the charac- 
ter of her husband. She even began to 
suspect that, instead of being the kind 
assiduous lover, she should now begin 
to behold him an obstinate and deter- 
mined tyrant, and her fears for the pro- 
bable consequence of her own folly 
wrought so much upon her feeli^igS;, that 
half in earnest, and half with a view to 
put faer husband's affection and resolu- 


134 EIGHTESN HUNDRED 

tioo to a more determroed trial, she 
gp.ve a sort of smothered shriek, in a 
tone scarcely intelligible, murmured— 
V open the window for air !/' an^ imme- 
diately fell back'in the carriage. 

What shall I do now ? thought the 
duke, again lapsing into penitence for 
his hasty anger, and putting his. arms 
about her at the same time, to en- 
deavour to restore her to herself. The 
duchess- was not so far gone as not ta 
notice the attentions of her husband;, 
aiKU for an instant, she felt inclined to- 
mpel theni with eyej-y symptom of aj^ 
parent contempt, but prudence stepped 
io' in tijttie to pi^vent her from Mling; 
iitt-o too opmmon aa error, and, instead^ 
of ahewiiig indigjmtion, she ealled a* 
flood of lears to her aid^ and pressing,- 
due hand. of Ernei^t to her Jtips, exclaiou 
ed^ in a tender and very impassioned 
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looe-f^^^ Yoo kaow, £rnest, you kaow^ 
I love you I" 

Tfaetmiaftph was hers from thU mo« 
meat : bad the duke beet;^ gifted with 
% teo tiBiefi Urger share of vigoui: and. 
weofutioQ then- what he po^^ess^, all 
»U8t ha^e vanished at this 9Qft coofe^^ 
snon. (t w£» more thao she had ' ever 
s^ tO' hioi 9in^e th^y had beeu united ;, 
a94 although k^ oongiatiilated hioi^elf 
upon having extorted the expression by 
means of his sternness, he was too short-^ 
sighted tQ see the enchantment with 
which he bad suffered these magic 
worda to encircle his reason^ \xk a fit, 
G^rapt(Arj3, b^ inucQediately clas^p^d the 
4u<:he6% to. his breast, and half smother-*^ 
i«ig her with caresses, be replied-w" By 
heaven^ my dearest angel, I was too 
ng^uch of a novice to discover it before,, 
but your confession of your lav^, at tbia 
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moment, has made me, from the most 
miserable, the happiest of mankind/' 

" And won't you tell the coachman 
to drive back again to the theatre ?" 
asked the duchess, in a tone of doubt 
arid tenderness mixed—" Or if you 
wish it, Ernest^ I will give up my in- 
tention ; although I confess that> as we 
did set out to be amused a little — ^yet, 
never mind, it is my duty to consult 
your pleasure." 

" Drive back to the theatre !*' said 
the duke, putting his head out at the 
window, and calling to the coachman, 
who, muttering an inaudible curse or 
two, at the whimsical disposition of his 
master and mistress, and speculating a 
little upon the possible cause of this 
fluctuation of opinion, turned his horses, 
and returned. 
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There was nothing particularly strik- 
ing in the performance ; but the duchess 
had gained her end and was satisfied. 
She had built no expectation of amuse- 
ment from the theatre ; but the moment 
she found her husband ordering the 
coachman to turn homewards, nothing 
would have equalled her disappoint- 
ment^ had she been compelled to go 
without having a peep at what was 
going forward ; and the success of her 
operations against the determination of 
Duke Ernest had given her a degree of 
pleasure which it was impossible for 
any scenic representations, however 
novel, or however excellent, to equal. 
In this temper of mind, she contented 
herself with gazing for a few moments 
upon the tenantry, some of whom paid 
her marks of respect which, being con- 
sidered as due homage, communicated 
no pleasure, and then, addressing herself 
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to her epouse^ inforaied him that she 
was perfectly at his disposal, whenever 
he/might feel an inclination to quit the 
•place. 

The journey homewards, and the rest 
Elf the evening passed in mutual harmo- 
ny, for Duke Ernest was no more dis- 
posed to effer any thing like contradic- 
tion to the duchess, while she appeared 
in her present condescending and affbc* 
tionate disposition ; while she, on the 
Other hand, was stiU too much pleased 
with her victory, to feel any inclination 
to make a new attack upon her hus- 
band's patience^ and each indulging in 
self-gratulation for imagined victory, 
both went to bed in good humour. 

The morning dawn found the happy 
pair still enjoying their victory over 
each other, and when the duke^ after 
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breakfo$t| intriBat^ permission to escort 
his^s{>ause to view all that was worth 
seeing at a large public inistitution, ap*^ 
propriaied for the reception of all th(» 
science and valuable literature of th^ 
manor^ which has^ at groat pains c^n4 
coat, been accumulated, she a^s^nted 
with a giaceful readiness which gav^ 
her husband new cause to congratulate 
himself for the events of the preceding 
evening, which had already pi»diiced 
him a larger share of happiness than he 

had previously Enjoyed since the morn* 
ing of their Qiarriage. 

Duke Ernest, in the progress of this 
journey, and by his endeavours to ex- 
plain every object at the institution 
which was worthy of notice, made great 
way in the good graces of the duchess, 
who began to think that the little spark 
and effiervescence of spirit which be had 
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displayed on the preceding evening had 
shed a strong light over his character^ 
by means of which she had discovered 
a great many perfections in his mind, 
of which she had hitherto been igno- 
rant ; and, in consequence of this dis«« 
covery, she began to improve in her 
opinion of his qnalifications to appear 
to some advantage, in the character of a 
husband. Now and then, it is true, the 
affair of the insurrection at Tzell would 
rise upon her recollection, and create a 
momentary feeling of contempt, but the 
impression soon wore away, when the 
more recent display of determination 
and vigour shot across her mind, and 
established the claims of her husband 
to the title of a man of some spirit. 

The whole of the day witnessed no- 
thing but the reciprocation of kindness, 
and even the subject of their mother's 
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obstinacy, which was revived at the 
dinner-'table, brought with it no re- 
proaches, to the great gratification of 
Ernest, who was so elated at this happy 
change in his domestic life, that he in- 
dulged in the most copious libations of 
wine, and drank to such excess, that 
when his valet entered the apartment to 
announce the arrival of Narcissus, after 
several violent; but totally ineffectual 
attempts to rise fronii his chair and quit 
the room, he was compelled to sur-^ 
render to his wife the duty of receiving 
his brother, and introducing herself. 
The duchess, however, acquitted herself 
with such inimitable gracQ in the per- 
formance of these duties, and apologiz- 
ed in such a winning manner, for the 
transitory indisposition of her husband^ 
that Narcissus was pierced to the heart 
in twenty places, before she had got 
through her apology ; and when he at- 
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tempted to tnalie a suitable reply to h^r 
highness, cut much such a sorry figure 
as his brother Ernest would have done 
had he been able to coRHQatid the use 
of bis legs sufficiently to haVe given his 
brother the meeting; while Mahony,. 
who stood close behind his master^ and, 
plainly enough saw the deep impressid^^ 
which- the duchess had made upon the 
feelings of Narcissus^ tittered within 
himself, as he anticipated the new 1q« 
tfigiie which instantly suggested itself 
to bis fancy, as likely to arise out of 
this new importation oi fordgQ beauty 
and perfection. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


An inMrvisw wkh on ilUuUrvms petionage, and 
iis titi/»r#ttfMif« terminaiioi^^A new proposition^ 
the result of imperious circumstanceS'^'Narcissus 
undertaketh to tranquillize the duchess^ with 
some account of tlie manner in which lie went to 
worky and succeeded-^A good deed about nothing 
atalL 


TfiB arrival of NaroUi^ua perfected 
the appaneot harfflooy between Duke 
Ernest aqd his wife, more especially as 
his bigh»es» ex.pressed.his determination 
instantly to proceed in bis endeavouro 
to bring about that reconciliation so 
fervently desired by all parties. Tbe 
duchess herself was much taken by the 
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attentions which the brother of faier hus- 
band took e.very opportunity of paying to 
her, by the soft stream of flatteries which _ 
he took occasion continually to pour into 
her ear, and perhaps more than all, by the 
evident rank and power which he pos- 
sessed, and the homage which seemed 
to be offered as due incense to him from 
all quarters, 

% 

Narcissus, in the mean time, did not 
suffer a moment to escape unimproved. 
He assailed the eat and heart of the 
duchess incessantly, scarcely allowing 
her time to breathe betwixt his attacks, 
until he was compelled to part from her 
for the evening, when he ventured to 
steal a salute v\hich was scarcely cold 
enough to be quite brotherly, and which 
the susceptible penetration of the du- 
chess instantly as it was received, placed . 
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to the verv account for which it was in- 
tended. . 

On the following morning, Narcissus 
and Ernest went together to the Duchess 
of Whelps, determined to make one 
vigorous attack upon her feelings, and 
to bring forward all their battering train 
of arguments, to compel her to quit the 
stronghold of obduracy and anger, be- 
hind which she had entrenched herself^^ 
and from which so many unsuccessful 
attempts had, from time to time, been 
made to dislodge her, or to force her to 
surrender her prejudices. 


The duchess was at home when they 
arrived, and was busily engaged in read- 
ing a lecture upon obedience to Lady 
Charlotte, when the servant, as he had 
been instructed by Narcissus, announced 
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bis arrivial aJonet lQ9t tbe ca^pUdg of 
his name with Ernest, might produce. an 
effect hostile to their views. 

Much suiprized as sbie was at the vimi 
of her son, whom she bad imagMied to he 
at a great distance^ the dueh^sA in-' 
stantly ordeced him to. be admiltedy antfl 
hastily advancing to meet hio^. mith 
somelhtng of surjirize aad ailaiK upoik 
her ccunteftance,, was. aboul to ewqmve 
]i)to the reason of tins, vevy^ sudden re« 
tiira> when the sight 6>f Ernest, ateppiag 
into the room behindf his hiotlier, suA» 
ciently expjainad* the meaning, and 
placed at once a check upon her tongue. 
Her higfaiiess utpott; this* diaeowry, con- 
tented' herself with exclalflung-^'*^ Jiifm 
is this, Narcissua? This^ is a. vwil: al* 
together nnexpeeted, I hads almost said!^ 
unwelcooiie.'' 


AND FlFT££ir« H7 

" Nay, mother/* said Narcissus, ad« 
vancing, aad taking tlie hand of hia mo- 
ther«^'^ let us have an end put to all 
fiimily quarreh. I have travelled many 
a mile since yesterday morning to bring 
about a reeoneiiiation; JErnesI; ie sony 
to bav^ offended you<; $nd his wife ie 
iBMnt anxious to be veoeived by your 
higbtyess. If I have any Influence with 
ycm^ yoo must not tura a deaf eair to fny 
m^diatione Ernest, do you apeak fx 
yourself." 

IJ^on tbia, Ecnest advaDce4 towards 
hi9 mother, mA^ beading one itnee to 
ttre gromid, was about to tak^ her hand, 
wbewthe duchess drawing out her snjiff 
tton, at sight of which, Narcissus lifted 
np botil hia hands, began to bespatter 
b^r nwe with, such extcaordlnavy vio- 
-fence, . that nearly two thirds of ^ t^ 
powdl^ fell upon- poor Ernest, who at« 
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tempted in vain to commence an ha* 
rangue. After sneezing about a dozen 
times/ he, at length succeeded in eli- 
citing — " My dear mother (a meezej 
God knows my heart (a meezej I truly 
honour my parents (a sneeze) and have 
:never been happy (a sneeze) since I 
offended you^ my dear mother (a sneeze). 
Do pray extend your forgiveness to me, 
for, indeed, I am very fa sneeze) peni- 
tent ; and yqu may believe me, so is 
my dear duchess" — 

" Don't mention her name,*' inter- 
rupted the fuming duchess — '* don't 
mention her name to - me ; for I will 
not hear a 'single word about her. I 
hate her, and I hate you, £rne;$t; 
and I am determined to hate every body 
that speaks to me in your favor. V\\ 
teach my women to swear, on purpose 
that they should— —No, I won't do 
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that; biit I will not allow your name td 
be mentioned to me. And as for your 
wife, Sir, you had better take her back 
again to the country you had her from, 
and stay there with her if you please ; 
for you know you have been deceiving* 
me ; you hav6 broken your engagements 
with me ; for you were not to come near 
me, to plague and perplex me. You 
have no regard for me, but you want to 
drive me out of the world, I see, you do. 
And* as for you. Narcissus, / desire you 
will never come to me upon this business 
.any more, or else you and I shall not 
put up our horses together again, TU 
warrant you.". 

As the duchess said this, she whisked 
out of the apartment, leaving the two 
brothers stu pi fied with astonishment and 
disappointoient, neither of them being 
able or inclined for some time, to break 
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the silence wUich succeeded, until 
Ernest rising from his knees, and oom« 
nencing with a most emphatic maledic-< 
tion against the snuff, in a tone scarcely 
less rhetorical and pathetic, looking at 
ikiB brother, exclaimed ^-^ ^^ What the 
devil are we to do, now ?" 

^^ I hare done all in my power, Er- 
nest,'* replied Narcissus, '^to restore 
the old lady to good humour, but it is 
all to no purpose; and I see very plainly 
that the more we plague and pester her 
while her feelings are initated upon the 
subject, so much the farther shall we 
be froi^ gaining the object we seek after. 
Another plan must be hit upon ; and, 
if you will take my advice, the best 
measure appears to be for you and your 
wife to have a residence fitted up for 
you, and there to remain, and make 
yourselves comfortable for the present, 
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Witii tb« heat of the bowoess may have 
blown over a little, and then w« will all 
look out fora fit opportunity of renewing 
the subject, yrhen circumstances shall be 
so changed as to render success more 
certain." 

«« My dear brother," replied Ernest — 
«' I will conduct myself in ev«ry way as 
you would wish me. Bu^t my wife— 
my wife— I dare not tell her what" — - 

" Leave her to me, Ernest/*^ answered 
Narcissus—" Wc will now return hom^, 
a^d I will instantly see.her, and open 
the subject to her, inform her of the ill 
success of our journey, advise with her 
on the mode of procedure I have pointed 
out to you; and depend upon mfe, I 
will not leave her until I have talked 
her into a good humour. 1 don't think 
there is much obstinacy delineated in 
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the form and contour of her face. Leave 
her to me, Ernest." 

Duke Ernest was to the full as much 
pleased at the prospect of his own escape 
from the perilous task of communicating 
to the duchess the failure of their visit, 
^nd the new schemes which must now 
be projected and executed, as Narcissus 
was at the idea of being left with the 
beautiful young wife of his brother 
Uie a teie, to pour into her not unwilling 
ear some of his tender tales, and to try 
to wind himself into her afFectibn. The 
author doth not mean to insinuate that 
Narcissus entertained any designs be- 
yond those of snatching a sweet kiss 
occasionally or a fond pressure of the 
hand. She was the wife of his brother, 
and the reader is cautioned to keep in 
mind, what he was informed in a pre- 
ceding chapter, that Narcissus was by 
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110 means a man of vices; that his were 
only errors or shades of follies, &c. con- 
sequently that although he might wish 
now and then to be a little /oo/i^A with 
the duchess, he never could have had 
it for a moment in contemplation to 
have b^en vicious. Ernest knew ful^ 
well the depth of the honour of Nar- 
cissus, and^ therefore, he felt not a 
moment^s hesitation in entreating him 
to hold a Uie d ^€/^ with his wife^ being 
well satisfied that though the interview 
lasted a month, nothing could come 
ofit.^ 

■ 

V 

The agreement being entered into and 
ratified, the two brothers sped their way 
back to the residence of Narcissus, where 
the duchess still remained most anx-^ 
iously expecting the issue of the nego- 
ciation. The moment she saw them 
enter the room, her highness rushed 
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towards her Ernest, and demanded, in 
ah eager voice, how the matter had ter«« 
minated? *' My brother has taken it 
upon himself to inform you of the 
whole," answered Ernest; *' and as I 
have promised him . ample opportunity^ 
I shall make two or three morning calls, 
and not return home until the hour of 
dinner/' 

Narcissus seated hi«i»e}f upon the sofa 
by the'sideof the duchess, and took her 
hand in' his. " My dearest sister/' said 
he, and then he raised the hand which 
he held to his lips, and imprinted a kiss 
upon the back of it, while the duchess 
made not the slightest effort to with- 
draw it from his grasp. ** My deareat 
sister," his highness resumed — " Who- 
ever slights you in this manor^ my bouse 
and my arms — I mean, my heart will be 
ever open to receive you 
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. The duchess pressed the hand of Nar- 
cissus in return, as she aslced — ^^Am I 
to' understand from your highness'a 
wofds that your mother will not ?*' 

" Naoie her do more^ sweet creature ,** 
said Narcissus, and he placed his right 
hand on her shoulder. '^ Do not let 
her resentnaents have the power to hurt 
so charming a being. You and Ernest 
natist hare a residence fitted up, andliv^ 
comfortably, and leave it to tinae to work 
upon the old lady, and time will bring 
her round ; when you leave off seeking 
her, slie will, bye and bye^ come after 
you. And then you must come and 
visit me, my charming sister, and I shall 
come very freq^uently to see you, and 
we shall be very happy, if we try to 
make each cither so. What a handsome 
ear-ring, sister !'* 


* 
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A nd then the arm of Narcissus slided me- 
chanically round the neck of the duchesst 
and completely encircled it, while she» 
without affecting to notice the circumi* 
stance, answered — " Your highness's 
'goodness more than counterbalances the 
unkindness of your mother. * Yes, I 
shall still hope to be happy, if you couur 
tenance and visit us. ' But I hope your 
visits will not be stiff and formal, and 
made seldom ; for that, your highness^ 
will not Look very affectionate/' 

** No, sweet creature, my visits shali 
be as often as you like, aad as free from 
stiffness and formality as you please ; 
for 1 declare I shall not be happy any 
where else. Hut don't tell Ernest all I 
say to you. Tell him I will visit and 
encourage him ; but don't say to him, 
every word I tell you, sweet charmer." 
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^ Stich was the reply of Narcissus ; and 
as he made it, he essayed a slight violence 
to di:aw the duchess nearer to him. Her 
highness saw his drift, and feeling no re- 
luctance to encourage the eflusions of 
brotherly affection, gave way to his 
movement, and, most readily fell for- 
ward, until her head dropped upon' his 
shoulder, and her face fell into collision 
with that of his highness, who, taking 
advantage of the circumstance, pressed 
his lips most ardently to those of the 
duchess. 

The situation • was most tender and 

m 

critical ; and if it had chanced that, ini- 
stead of Narcissus, a gay young seducer 
had been there, the author would by ho 
means have answered for the conse- 
quences ; but his highness was an indir 
vidual, although of tried gallantry, of 
tried honour and virtue also, and would 
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not for worlds, have encouraged a single 
thought which was really and genuinely 
impure. The author supposeth that the 
reader will naturally be anxious to know 
what followed the scene above men tio&-» 
ed and described : he professeth not 
to satisfy idle and impatient curiosity 
at the sacrifice of truth ; and, tberefbre^ 
declareth that he knoweth of nothings 
save and except that by the weight and 
pressure of the arm upon the kerchief 
which half hid and half discoverjed the 
pretty alabaster neck of the duchess it 
was discomposed ; but not a tittle of mis- 
ckief was done^to his knowledge. And 
if the reader wisheth to be informed if 
any other part of the beautiful dress of 
ber highness suffered disorder, he cal2 
only answer that every wrinkle and fold 
yemaiBed in its original state^ as far ^s 
be Jcnoweth. 
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/* And you will come and see me/* 
said her highness, after a pause of about 
eighteen minutes, and laying a particular 
emphasis on the word me.'* 

" If there be truth in heaven, I will,*' 
answered Narcissus, and his hands re- 
mained folded across each other, with aH 
the frigid stoicism of a philosopher. ♦*!£ 
there be light on earth, I will come and 
see thee," resumed his highness, "and 
strive to compensate in some measure^ 
for my mother's unkindness/^ 

V You will compensate tor all un^ 
kindness, if you come/' answered the 
duchesfii — ''for I shall always be most 
happy to receive and entertain you/' 

.. Napeiasus did not reply for some tirne^ 
Bor did be smile, nor did his arms re^ 
iao?e from their stoical pQaitioi] » S ai^ekif 
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something must have occurred to work 
this sudden change from extreme heat^ 
to extreme cold : there was no variation 
in the atmosphere ; and there was a good 
fire in the room. Had any thing oc- 
curred ? methinks I bear some quizzical 
and most curious juid nunc cry out*. 
To which I afnswec — "No, nothing at 

" I must go and finish my tour ; I 
shall go away again to-morrow^ but I 
shall soon return/' said Narcissus^ and 
instead of looking on one side^be looked 
atthe ground* 

"Your absence will seem long,** re* 
plied the duchess, and she laid her band 
on his arm, as she spoke, as it were, with 
a view to make the impression deeper. 
But, wonderful to tell, her highnesses 
band remained just where she had placed 
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it: Narcissus neither offered to take it, 
nor to touch it, his arms remained cross^^ 
ed, and he seemed no more moved by 
the approximation of beauty, than a wall 
of brick is at the approach of a stone 
sent by the hand of a mischievous child. 

" I shan't be gone a month,** said Nar- 
cissus^ after a long pause ; and^ at the 
same time, he rose and walked to a win- 
dow, whistling a tune, while the hand of 
the duchess fell upon the sofa. ^' I 
think we shall have some rain/* conti- 
nued Narcissus, and went on — " Is 
your highness partial to this summer 
weather ?'* 

There was something certainly most 
unnatural in the coldness oF manner 
which marked his highness^ but the 
author, on this occasion, doth not ven- 
ture to decide upon the motives or feel^i 
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ingS' by which he was actuated ; nor 
doth he presume to give any clue to the 
cause which led to this most markedi 
most sudden; and most extraordinary 
chab^e which had taken place* The 
reader is at liberty to draw his own con^ 
elusions upon the subject, and to satisfy 
himself, as be may, with regard to the 
probable reasons which so powerfully 
influenced the behaviour of Narcissus, 
hurling his passions, in a single moment, 
from the height of two hundred and ten 
degrees, to the depth of ten. All mortal 
men are subject to these fluctuations : 
the empire of passion is certainly one of 
extreme difQculty to govern ; the sub- 
jects are ntiturally mutinous and insub- 
ordinate ; restlessness is their forte^ they 
are apt to marshal round the hearty upon 
the slightest occasion, and^ unless the 
head most promptly marches all its 
forces against them^ a moral dismem- 
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berment instantly ensues. The battle 
always lies between the heart and the 
head, and the outward actions are neither 
more nor less than the tokens of victory 
hung out by the conquering party. 

The duchess herself did not appear ti> 
be seriously hurt by the cold manners o^ 
Narcissus; she had taken up a volume 
of poetry whicji lay upon the table, the 
production of a celebrated amatory poet 
of the manor, and^ while Narcissus was 
whistling out, at leisure, his questions, 
she had commenced reading in a plain-' 
tive tone — *' Your mother says, my little 
Venus,** when the last interrogatory of 
Narcissus sounded in her ears ; and the 
long pause which ensued, gave her to 
understand that it was conformable to 
decorum that she should give an answer. 
Turning, therefore, her ej^e-glass from the 
volume to Narcissus, she carelessly re- 
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plied, — ** Summer weather, eh, your 
higbness ? Why to say truth, I like wea^ 
tber that is summerish, but I don^t call 
this weather by that name* I like un- 
clouded suns, skies without shadows 
upon them, and landscapes which are 
not bespattered with mud. I like the 
bright green of Italia, and the orangeries^ 
of Lusitania, and I thinks from all I 
hear of them, I should like the islands 
which formed the Elysium of the an- 
cients. But I hope your highness does, 
not compare these with those enchanted^ 
scenes, where fancy loves to wander. I. 
hope your highness does not call this, 
summer weather/* 

A great deal of this fine harangue was. 
lost upon Narcissus, who had fallen into 
a kind of reverie upon his own establish-^ 
ed character as' an excellent shot; his 
imagination was engaged in» committrng. 
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*ftad havoc amongst flocks of deer, and 
'flights of ptiea^ants ; he was bestriding 
over fields crimsoned with the blood of 
his victims, which lay scattered arbund 
in mountain heaps; and at the critical 
moment, when the duchess made her 
pause, he had, in fancy^ levelled at a fine 
biick, and his ' only reply was,- — 
;" bounce!" 

The reply was certainly not the most 
polite in the world; and^ unfortunately, 
the word was one which Duke Ernest 
had a habit of using whenever he wished 
to express disbelief, contetnpt, or^any 
other obnoxious sentimeht ; and, the 
moment she heard it fall from the lips 
of Narcissus, and applied to herself^ she 
felt something very like indignation 
rising from her throat, and^mpeding the 
accents which she endeavoured to sum- 
mop to illustrate her feelings on theoc* 
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easion ; she tbv^w the book she had been 
readidg, with violence, upon the table, 
sod, with a coBteoiptuous toss of tbe^ 
bead, rose from her - teat, and began to 
pace up and down tlie room, her bosom 
swelling nK>re and more, with aAger^at 
every step she took. Slill, however, a 
prudent policy, arising out of a recollec- 
tion of her situation at this time^ pre^ 
vented her from giving that unrestrained 
privil«g« to her teRgue, wfaieh she so 
ma eh deskredk 

' tn the meaft tidoie. Narcissus fdt that 
be bad commitled a grievous oi&ixce 
against the laws of decorum,, and tfcc 
customs; of eolig^tened society;, for 
great as he wasy aad much, as: he con- 
sidered himself superioi; to the u^usd 
laws wWck govern the Fevcr-isle, to 
f)ie la^s «£ goodi bteedl^ngv 1^^^^"^^^ 
^ith^ alltbe ssM of hi& species, be was 
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ifrinjeoable; and might at all times be 
tried at tb^ bar of taste for offences of 
this description, aqd was liable to be 
punished by the contempt of those who 
acknowledged, and acted under the so- 
vereign authorities of those laws. He 
felt that he bad given just cause for 
offenjce in the manner and tone which 
be bad adopted towards the duchess, 
and was anxious to remove the inju^* 
Tious iinpfession which be was consci- 
ous his conduct mi»st have naad'e upon 
,bep highness ; advancing, Ihereforr, 
towards her, with returning kindness in 
his look, he took her hand, and apolo- 
ffitfedrfor his apfiarent rudeness, aMti but- 
]<ig i^ td^ an absence wfaicb he could net 
eenqoer, and taa which he wes^ eeeasian^ 
aHy si»6||ect in spite of bis best (exertions^ 
fn4> declaring, as.be pressed the hand of 
Imtr Ughness tio his lip^. tbat notfjing 
cottld be more rettote finesm^ bie wish and 
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intention, than to wound the feelings of 
one for whom he possessed such strong 
sentiments of esteem. 

The duchess was too well pleased with 
this apology to suffer it to be unsuc-* 
cessfuh She accordingly passed the 
matter off with a laugh, and declared 
that she considered it as nothing more 
than a mere joke, and she hoped his 
highness would think no more of it. 
"But/* said she, with a loud laiigh — 
*' what a pretty, elegant expression is 
bounce !'* 

• " Pshaw, your highness,*^ interrupted 
Narcissus, who was a little flustered by 
the disposition of the duchess to give 
way to a little raillery on the subject — 
" Let the matter drop. I was mad, a 
fool, at the monient. Let. me' beg>of 
your highness not to mention the word 


«|aia« I hate the expremion ; it is one 
particularly odious tome. I don't knotr 
what devil possessed me at the moment* 
fiut oerer miiid, let the whole of it pass 
off ; ftiid pass judgment upon me by my 
fetni^ befaariour, and not by Ate past.*^ 

The duebtss 'CoNtelly assented to «fh« 
request, which was imsiediately made 
the ground of an«mnMty between thera. 
Her highness k^indly placed her arm 
witiito his^ and began to walk tip and 
dowiftbevoom witii him, ami to induce in 
^at natural jocosenessofmaniie)r to which 
she was so much addicted ; white NaN 
dissiis, oiitfaeother haiid, as if witha view 
40 compensate lor the recent indeness tif 
which he had been guilty^ and to replace 
himself upon that elevated situation 
which he had previously possessed in 
her esteem, redoubled the kindness of 
his attentions towards her, and appeared 
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to be more than ever under the influ- 
ence of her attractions. ■ ^ 

But did nothing further ensue ? me- 
thinks some curious reader again asks 
me. The question certainly savours of 
something more than impertinence, and 
conveys a sort of implication upon the 
prudence of the illustrious pair, and 
there^re ought not to be answered; 
nevertheless, wishing to, be op good 
terms with my readers, 1 will give a 
cpurteous reply. '' Nothing did occur : 
for at the moment they were shewing 
most kindness to each other^ Duke 
Ernest Entered the room,t(nd put an end 
to ihetitt-a-Ule^hy informing them that) 
dinner was on the table." 


• > • • • ^ • 
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CHAP. xxr. 


A domestic tite dJiu^-'Fluctwdhus in the happi^' 
ness of a conjugal Itfe^^QHorrels and recqnci^' 
liatianS'T-'Famiiy arrangement$^-^An unexpected 
and unwelcome visitor — A reference, to former 
parts of this history-^The growth of terror ^ and 
ittcKmax. ^ 


' Narcissus, being under engagements 
of pressing importance for the eveningj 
Duke Ernest and his spouse were left to 
themselves very soon after the dinner 
cloth was removed ; and tremendous as 
appeared to Duke Ernest the task of 
encountering a colloquy with his wife, 
so.soon-after * the.disappqiintment of the 
morning, he saw there was no alternative 

I 8 


but to submit with the best grace he 
could. He had taken no small pains, 
during dinner, to make himself acquaint* 
ed with the humour or disposition of 
mind in which his consort was, from 
the few glances he met, and the scanty 
iMrdi which fM Aom her highnets ; aiid 
he saw no reason to be discontented 
with the result of his observations. Al- 
though she did not cast at himself dny 
'^ sidelong looks of love/' but only s £ew 
leisure glances, her general gaze appear- 
ing to be entirely engrossed by Narcissus, 
he Mw notbiog unkiad, notibifig^ catcu<i 
dted to create or encmimge desfiaadency 
in the expreaMMisof ber eye». iVltholigli 
the words which feU ftom her tongufi 
wereextmoiely few in number, asrd gene^ 
rally followed the direction of heor^famce, 
yet 'ft word or two she did drop to her 
^Duse, and diey were burdened wit^^ 
more of kiodness thad any dnge of an 
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op|K>site descriptioQ. H09 therefprei 
«i|^ed from tbeie grounds, which were 
oertainly loose and scwaty enough, that 
he might escape any serious tempest. 


The dachess hersebf too had been, for 
the last sereral minutes before Nareissns 
left the tdbltj engaged in debating within 
herself, what way she should conduct 
herself in the iite-^d^iite which was 
aboat to take place betwixt her husband 
and herself* One moment she deter« 
mined to attack him. with reproaches for 
the deception he had practised towards 
her with regard to the disposition of his 
mother, being convinced, that he must 
have known her sofficiently not to be 
deceiYal himself by the gaudy and un- 
founded representations which he bad 
made nse of to lead her astray. The next 
instant, she called to mind the glimmer* 
ing of vigorous spirit which he had dis^ 
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played an the preceding eveningi and 
reflecled on the probability of ^ this 
>patk.of fire being fanned into a flame, if 
she. made any sudden or violent; attack 
upon him: and, although, as she had 
rather too unguardedly .declared,- she 
preferred this idea of . her husband being 
qualified to govern her, than that.thjere 
should appear only the poltroon ;vi»ible 
in hisr character, when she came to dis- 
cuss .the propriety of giving too irequent 
exercise to this infant vigour, reason so 
violently opposed it, thatshe determined 
to be good-humoured. 

- " Shall I fill you a glass of Madeira V 
asked the. duchess, tbrowinga great deal 
more than usual kindness into the. tone 
of.her 'voice, and laying her hand on 
that of Ernest. 

. There was.somethingin her voice^and 
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manner which absolutely electrified the 
duke with ]f>leasure. He could scarceir 
credit the reality of the happiness which' 
seemed, in a moment, to break upon his' 
view, but fahcied the whoie was some 
dream or delusion of his ears and eyes. 
A short- space, however, served to con- 
vince him that the whole was real: 
the warm pressure of the soft and fair 
hand of the duchess thrilled to his heart, 
and arouzed a thousand swelling emo<< 
tions : he returned the squeeze with a 
fervour which shewed pretty plainly the 
nature and extent of his feelings; and, 
aifterapauseof a short time, he mustered 
up ability to make a sort of incoherent 
reply in words,*—" Dearest angel, a hun- 
dred-^Oh ! I am so happy ! I coiild 
drink for years if you would fill for me ! 
Give me one kiss. Zounds! how happy 
lam/' 
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<^ But it was rather deceitful of you^ 
Ripest/' said the duchess^ with a euhU^ 
en her countenance,, and a tone wbich^ 
appeared to be somewhat of the saliri^al 
descriprioa-^^' it Was rather deceitful q€ 
you to attempt to persuade me you could 
easily bring your mother round. Coo* 
fess, Ernest, that you have not used n% 
<iuite well.** 

There was something in tlus conduct 
of the duchess which betrayed a predo«^ 
minating disposition to tyrannise when« 
erer she could venlurei or, in plainer 
Bffid more vulgar language, a desire ta 
f9«ar the breeches; and the. moaa^nt she 
saw her husband growing fond and atten«. 
tive, she very ungratefully selected aa 
the most fit to commence an attack^ 
every idea of which she had abaqdon^d. 
while the idea was prevalent in her mia4j 
that he might grow independent, and 
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give a check to tier pui'pose. Ye^t m 
ehusing this mooMrnt^ if she laid hersell 
open to the eemure of the reader ae aa 
ambitious aod- despotie- wife^ she must 
at leaat command the credit of being 
irell acquainted with the weaknesses of 
human nature^ and the most successful 
mode of turning them to her purpose^ or 
her adrantage^ whensoever, she needed 
to make the eflbrtl if the reader be in« 
ciined ta qoarrel with her generoMty^ her 
afieciion^ or any other of her conjugal 
qmalifications, when he has 'swelled out 
the list of aPGcusation to its utmost hulk, 
he m«st aHow that she possessed a per«^ 
feet and comprehensive knowle<%e of 
the world* 

* Poor Duke Ernest was struck into a 
heap by the suddenness of this quertion . 
In theparonysm of pleasure which bad 
instantly succeeded the first tendet 
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squeesse and expression of his spouse, 
he had. completely banished ^ from his 
memory and .his tBind every trace of his 
mother's obstinacy* Short as the time 
indeed had been for the adoption of any 
resolution, he had already determined 
not to care a straw about the displeastire 
of the old lady, nor. to give himself a 
moment's trouble about removing it. But 
now, the scene was suddenly changed 
again by the few magical words of the 
duchess; a sudden gloom and.rdespdn- 
dency overshadowed his whole mind in 
a moment, and he could scarcely find 
words to reply — " For God's sake, my 
dearest duchess, let us hear no more^ 
and say uo more upon the hateful sub* 
ject." 

Half resolved, yet half afraid to pro* 
ceed, th« duchess ^xed her eyes upon 

the countenance of her husband to 

1. 
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gather from his eyes some information as 
to the state of his mind : at the same 
time» lest she might have gone too far 
already, she poured . out the glass of 
Madeira, and handing to him, desired 
his highaess to pledge her in the full 
glass; and gathering courage from the 
softening manners of the duke, added — 
" Nay, Ernest, I am not going to quarrel 
with you, for you know I love you.. I 
hate. disputes with those for whom I 
have a regard. But I only want you just 
to acknowledge for once that you did 
deceive me, and that you have been 
much to blame/* 

' The duchess, as she said this, artfuUy 
leaning towards the duke, courted his 
embrace, while the latter deceived into 
a. belief that she was in truth animated 
by a. feeling: of extraordinary kindness 
towards him, threw his arms tenderly 
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round her, and, witiiout lieaitttioify 
made a full confession of his error in iv* 
ducing her to beliere that which he 
declared, not upon the faith of his owd> 
knowledge, of his mother's determineci 
disposition, but merely with a view to» 
reconcile her highness to the journey to» 
Fever-isle. 

'^ You do acknowledge then, that yo« 
hare deceived me by miswpresenta** 
tions?'' said the duchess, dlsengagiBg 
herself from his arms, and lodging anfrily 
at him.. 

" I do, my angelic love,^ returned 
Duke Ernest, treilibling violently as he 
saw the palpable and rapid change m her 
manner and voice—*' I do confess it? 
but it was done with a view to promote 
the happiness of both of us ; and there** 
ibre, I should hope, if k be an ofienee 
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tt all, tbirt it w OBe of the B%ktest ttng^ 
and bot worth notke/' 


*^ Slight^ and not worth notiee» in^ 
deed,'' replied the duchess. *^ But it is 
neither 80 sl^bt as you imagio^ nor wo- 
unworthy of notice. If you will deceive 
me in one thing, you will in another. 
No matter what lie it is, if it answer 
your purpose you will utter it. Howr 
can I expect to be happy with such a 
man } There is no such thing as happi- 
ness for me« I have been gulled and 
deluded into a match which will ship* 
wreck all my hopes and prospects. Cruel 
man that you are to deceive a woman 
who has reposed such unbounded confi- 
dence in your honor and truth, as to 
place all her earthly happiness in your 
handei.'' As she said this, the duchess 
took out her handkerchief, and, putting 
it to her eyeai^ began to shew symptoms 
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of extreme distress ; thus makings a most 
serious attack upon the heart of the duke, 
who sat shivering in his chair^ in a si- 
tuation of mind not a whit more enviable 
than that of a poor layman doing severe 
penance befbre the altar of the Virgin, 
while some rascally and interested monk 
stands close behind him, triumphantly 
flourishing the scourge which i* pre- 
pared for his hack. 

• * 

What measure to pursue, or what re- 
ply to make, the duke was equally at a 
loss to deterniine. Language would n'ot 
come at his command, although repeat- 
edly summoned; and, therefore, feeKng 
it necessary to make some demonstration 
which might be likely to work a benefi- 
cial effect upon the . disposition of his 
swelling spouse, he took out his hand- 
kerchief also, and placing it before his 
eyes, fixed his elbows on the table, and 
began to sob in exact concert. 


AND FIFTEEN. 183 

So far, however, was this plan from 
answering the desired purpose, that it 
served to inflame the anger of the duch- 
ess, who, taking her handkerchief from 
her eyes, and looking full of contempt 
and fury at the duke, exclaimed-—. 
*> sniveller,' be gone to your mother, if 
you have any affection for mej and never 
see me again until you have, by some 
means or other, prevailed upon her to 
retract from the violent promise she has 
made, and to receive us to her house. 
What am I to do iri this great unwieldy 
town, without a soul to speak to? How 
am I to exist without a fashionable and 
extensive circle of acquaintance — I who 
havebeen the life and soul of every cir- 
cle from my childhood ? It is impossible, 
Ernest ; I shall die of ennui^ unless things 
are gpeedily altered.'* 

Duke Ernest took his handkerchief 
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from his eyes, and, id a tone of mingled' 
grief and tenderness, replied — " Time, 
my darKng, time will work an altevation/^ 

** Am I to wait for time, barbarian ?"^ 
uked the duchess, waxing warmer and 
warmer-*-^^ time will indeed alter things. 
Time will make me withered, ^^'y* 
crooked, and fretful: time will take 
away from me the power of enjoyment;, 
before he gives me the means. If I am; 
only to trust to time, my lot is imleed 
forlorn beyond hope." 

•* Nay, not so> my love, we will be- 
guile the tedious hours by varieties of* 
amusement, by change of scene, and by 
succession of company. To-morrow 
shall regularly eclipse to-day in pleasure 
and all the world shall be ransacked to^ 
give you delight. Think of this, my 
darling, and do not be unreasonable m 
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yoyi expectations) and we mu9t be 
happy/' 

^* UueaMnsble, barbaieus Biaiii T' fe» 
tttjrtte4 the dachess.-^'' Wheft waar I 
uftfeasoBsible ? Have I not submitted to 
be deceiiredby you tiaie after time, witb* 
out scarcely venting one single reproacb ? 
Have I not endured neglect and insulf 
with the most Job^like patieace } And 
BOW that things are come to the wont do 
I display any thing like indecent warmtk 
and passion in my manner or expression i 
Amji not perfectly a>ol, and good-tern* 
paredy and in the most reasonable mood 
that ever woman appeared in ?'' 


jPuke Ernest, although his heart gave 
the lie to his tongue, did not dare to 
answer otherwise than in the afiirmati ve» 
The spirit of opposition which bad so 
receotly mani^ted itself in bis befat« 
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viouc, was now cdfnpletely vanquished: 
he had no longer the inclination nor the 
ability to offer any resistance to the un- 
reasonable impetuosity of his wife. A 
thousand times did repentance mount 
the throne of memory, and begin to chide 
him for marrying so rashly^ without pre«* 
viously making himself acquainted with 
the disposition of the duchess. Before 
this event had taken place, he was able 
to walk and talk as he pleased, to chuse 
his own connections, to give his own^ 
orders, to sit at home in peace, to get 
drunk or remain sober, without consult- 
ing any other inclination than his jown* 
Now the case was diametrically the re- 
verse: he was no longer the master of 
his own actions, and possessed no con- 
troul over those of his wife : he was 
obliged in every act of his life, to consult 
her taste and opinion, and to square his 
own determination accordingly : he must 
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consult hereyes and her countenance, to 
know whether he might speak or'remaia 
silent, and was continually exposed to a 
torrent of reproachful eloquence from 
morning to nighty and from night to 
morning again. * He gave scope to these 
reflections until they swelled his bosom 
so high with mortified pride, and feelings 
of indignation,' that the workings of his 
countenance evidently betrayed to the 
duchess what was passing within, and 
acquainted her with the danger which 
was approaching her, and which menaced 
her government; smd she instantly deter-« 
mined, by a little well timed artifice, to 
meet it and repel it before it could ripen 
and burst. 

t 

Assuming a tone of more kindness, her 
highness accordingly resumed—*' Well, 
Ernest, you know I am allafi^ability and 
good tenaper; so I will^^Ven look over 
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thi^ last and greatest of your deceptioss^ 
and endeavour to bring down my wishei 
to the , level of my situation. Altbougb 
I despair of being happy^ I will eadea^ 
vour to be as much, so as cirainistattces 
will permiL Mutual reproftches will 
m^Iy fan discontent into a fire^ and ei»* 
tirely consume the whole of ourfelicity» 
Ah, Ernest) it would be well fi>r you,- if 
yon were as philosophic in your senti<» 
ments as I anu But women have always 
more strong minds than men* Come^ 
come» Ernest, here's my hand, I was^ 
a little too severe upon you ; but I wilt 
forget it all ;and we will now settle somtf 
arrangements with regard to our future 
residence, for I suppose we must have 
one/* 

i 

The duchess had again shewn her per^ 
feet knowledge of the weaknesses of h^r 
fausbimd. All the fire which had been 
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rapidly accumulating in the eyen of En 
nest ; the hectic of anger which was 
gradually throwing its carmine tinge orer 
his otherwise pale cheeks, the furrows 
which were lengthening oh his brow^ 
the dilation of his nostrtk which had 
been perceptibly increasing; all these 
symptoms of anger suddenly diminished 
and disappeared the moment the duchess 
assumed a tone of tenderness, and the 
first touch of her soft hand metamoiv 
phosed all the terrific sighs into sweet 
smiles and the most soothing blandish- 
ments of pbysiognomieal expression. 
He immediately' took her hand^ and, 
with a correspondent affability of voice 
and manner^ returned — " We shall be 
happy, my darling: Narcissus will visit 
us^ and Lady Charlotte will visit us. 
Oh it delights me to see you reasonable, 
and to hear you argue dispassionately 
upon a subject so intimately connected 
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with our reciprocal happiness, for no 
^rthly object can ensure us happiness 
with each other, if we encourage a dispo- 
sition to snarl and quarrel continually/' 

The duchess thought proper to gii^e 
a cordial assent to this assertion ; and 
this heterogeneous pair then dropped all 
their differences, and began to sketch 
plans for their future regulation; when, 
in the midst of these formations, of 
schemes, in came Narcissus and his 
brother Cam^ arm in arm, to the great 
annoyance of Duke £rnest and his 
duchess, who would much rather have 
preferred each other's company alone, 
dull and monotonous as it was, to this 
unexpected visit, which revived in the 
memory of both the unpleasant ren- 
contre at Tzell, with which the reader, 
unless his recollection be more than 
ordinarily treacherousj is already well 
acquainted. 
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« "" 

, ^* Cam," said Narcissus, as Ke brought 
him into the centre of the room, " here 
I have it resolved in my own mind, 
that you and Ernest should be good 
friends. 1 know you should have had 
the duchess, if things had all went on 
as we expected ; but that is over. If she 
preferred Ernest, she had a right, to be 
fure; and you must not look cool at him 
on that account. Come, sister of mine, 
you must take and join their hands, 
and let every thing that is past be 
buried in oblivion.'* ; 

The duchess, who had been com* 
pletely misled by Ernest into a belief 
that all the valour in the affair between 
her husband and Duke Cam, had been 
on his own side, and that the latter had 
shewn what the Fever-islanders called 
the white feather, determined, both on 
behalf of her spouse and hernelf to shew 
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ftgmat deal of magnanimtty. She a<!-» 
cmdinglj advanced towarda her new 
bioitlier^in.lafr, and taking his hand, 
arhispered, ^* Although Duke Ernest is 
full of courage in avetiging an insult, 
he has ample magnanimity in his dis^ 
position, which will ever prompt him 
most readily to meet the wishes of a bro* 
tfaer who comes ^forward to seek and 
desiffi a cordial reconciliation." 


Duk^ Cam looked for a few moments 
in the countenance of the duchess to 
ascertain whether she was serious in 
what she said. '* Courage in avenging 
an insult,** said he internally, two or 
three times; and applied to memory fer 
a solution of the enigma. At length, 
unable to command his countenan^ 
entirely, he tempered down his feeKags 
iato a sort of satirioal smile, as he 
reptiedy-—^^ 1 cannot doubt my brother^s 
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magnanimity, which I believe to ke on a 
par with his cotirage/' 

There was a sarcasm in the very tone 
of his voice which to any more pene- 
trating observer, wouW have been suffi- 
cient to shew that there was something 
in it more than met the ear; but it was 
lost upon the duchess, who amongst 
all the faults of her husband, did not 
set him down for a dealer in direct false- 
hoods. But to Ernest the sarcastic 
voice and look of his brother required 
no elucidation : the image of the conflict 
in which he had cut such a sorry figure 
sprang up before his mind*s eye, and he 
shivered and shook from head to foot, 
lest any thing should be let fall which 
would betray him for a man of weak 
intrepidhy to his spouse and Narcissus* 
He would not trust himself to look at 
his brother, but with downcast eyes, he 
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lalteringly replied; ^< I shall indeed be 
most happy to be on brotherly terms 
with him;" and then suffered ti\e du- 
chess to take his hand, and unite it with 
that of Cam^ while Narcissus chuckled at 
the idea that he had at least made one 
step towards the family roconcrliation. 

** I was a little afraid, I mustconfess,'* 
said Narcissus, smiling, *' that I should 
have had more trouble to put matters 
between you upon a friendly footing. 
But how . much to be preferred is this 
settlement of differences, to that which 
is called an honourable adjustment. I 
always hated desperate measures. Impe- 
rious circumstances; it is true, have 
more than once placed me in such a 
situation ; but I always did my best to 
get through the trouble with as little 
danger as possible. What* say you, my 
boy Ernest?:* 
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' Ernest was electrified at the introdua- 
tion of this subject, to which he had 
such a mortal antipathy : and for some 
time, he could not satisfy himself, but 
that Narcissus was ( to use a fashionable 
phrase) awake to the whole transaction,' 
and was bent upon quizzing him a little 
upon the manner in which he had con- 
ducted himself on the occasion of his 
honourable meeting with Cam. This 
impression, however, wore rapidly away, 
when the latter, without giving him 
time enough to collect his thoughts 
s^ufficiehtly for a reply, responded for 
him. — " Oh, Ernest, as well as myself 
is no advocate of duelling. Friendly 
adjustments are the things for us. I never 
was engaged but. in one thing of the 
sort.*' 

" When and where was that? "returned* 
Narcissus, taking a glass of wine in his 

k2 
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hand) and carelessly adding, *^ I hope 
you came off with credit for the sake of 
the family/' 

The stroke of a straw would have 
knocked £rnest from his chair; noihing 
appeared before him now, but exposure 
and disgrace ; he turned pale and red by 
turnS) while his attentive and sarcastic 
brother marked and enjoyed the varia<» 
tidns of his countenance. The duchess^ 
in the mean time, although not a little 
curious to know what sort of an account 
of the traasaetion the duke would give, 
thought she should highly exalt her own 
character for generosity, if she stepped 
forward to pvevent a vanquished brother 
from exposing himself* She therefore, 
laying her hand upon the arm of ^ar« 
cissus, exclaimed, " I pray your high- 
ness to give the conversation a change, 
f jr there is nothing in this subject which 


. I 
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is peculiarly suited to a female disposi- 
tion, I dare say bis highness sind his 
antagonist followed the common routine 
in these things ; they each refused to 
accept apologies ; the ground was mea^ 
sured ; the parties took their stand, and 
fired without effect, or perhaps his high- 
ness charitably fired his pistol in the air/' 

*^ Not so, my dear sister/' said Duke 
Cam. "If we had followed the usual 
order of arrangement, I could have pro* 
mised you no entertainment by the reci- 
tal; but I assure you, you would be 
highly gratified by the story^ which is 
ludicrous in the extreme^ from the 
beginning to the end. You must know 
a lady was in the case. I had loved 
this frail fair one, and my opponent had 
very ingeniously stepped in at the critical 
moment, and— God bless me, what's 
the matter with Ernest ?' 
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• All eyes were turned upon poor 
Ernest^ whose countenance at this mo- 
ment might have outrivalled the white- 
ness of virgin alabaster. There was not a 
tinge of any colour in his cheeks ; his eyes 
were without expression; and a most 
deep sigh broke from his bosom — Nar- 
cissus was alarmed ; the duchess herself 
assumed a decent and decorous sorrow 
on the occasion, and asked with becom- 
ing agitation of voice, " What in the 
world had happened to her dear Ernest ?*' 

Cam, who was in the secret, was the 
only one who did not make particular en- 
quiries; but sat still tittering to himself at 
theeffectofhis tale, while Ernest, pointing 
to the wine, with great difficulty ascribed 
his indisposition to some noxious ingre- 
dient, and faintly begged that he might 
be allowed to retire. The duchess and 
Narcissus accordingly placed his high- 
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n^ss between them, and conducted him 
to his apartment, and thus, at least for 
the present, removed from his imagina* 
tion the fears of a discovery of his real 
conduct in the meeting with his brother, 
and laid the foundation for his par- 
tial recovery from the attack which had 
seized him. 


900 XI6HTSKN BVKORED 


CHAP. XXVI. 


in which the author sheweth mamfeit tymptems of 
a dispoiiiian io conclude — SiWie maitert brought 
to a close in wnformity with the established usages 
t^nofoeUwiiters^^Various other matters filed (^ 
to a pointy and the whole wound up by a very 
sagC'like ejaculation. 


And now, gentle reader^ having con- 
ducted thee, by means of twenty-five 
chapters of interesting narrative^ through 
the principal features of the year Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifteen, it remaineth for 
the author to class the residue of the oc- 
currences of this interesting epoch into 
one short compass, and to present to thee 
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that which certainly ought to be ranked 
as a singular phenomenon in novel lite* 
rature^ a kind ofmuUum inparvo, which 
may serve for a finish to the whole pro- 
. duction ; and leave thee in full possession 
of all matters which ought to be entitled 
lO'thy perusal or consideration. 

Duke Ernest did not recover from his 
indisposition, during the whole of the 
following day, sufficiently to shew him- 
self at table ; and it may perhaps be very 
questionable to some persons whether he 
would have recovered even unto this 
day, had he not received the gratifying 
information from his duchess that Cam 

El 

had not only left the house, but was 
gone completely away from the town, 
<and did not purpose to return again, for 
divers powerful reasons^ for the course of 
i&ome years, which he intended to devote 
to travelling abroad, with the view of 
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picking up a few more correct notions of 
men and manners than those he had hi^ 
thertoimbibed. From a conversation, too, 
with Narcissus, Duke Ernest satisfied 
himself that the latter had derived no 
information from Cam on the subject of 
*the meeting, and consequently, that 
whatever disgrace attached to himself 
for his behaviour on this occasion^ it was 
not known, and therefore was na dis- 
grace at all. 

4 

The consequence of these discoveries 
and reflections was the rapid recovery of 
bis highness from an indisposition which 
he firmly attributed to some deleterious 
composition in the wine of which he 
had participated ; and no sooner was he 
completely restored to bis accustomed 
health, thsin, under the advice and in- 
fluence of Narcissus and the duchess, 
be proceeded, to ^ive orders for the pre^^. 


*> 




AND FIFTEEN. 203 

parationofa proper residence for himself 
and his spouse, until matters should look 
brighter. 

V 

• And the duke was stimulated to hasten 
these preparations by.more considerations 
than one. He was not only anxious to have 
an establishment of his own, in order to 
keep up appearances, which always went 
a great way, not only with the tenants* 
of the Fever-i*le, but with all the world ; 
but principally to keep away from him his 
brother Cam, and thus to lessen the pro* 
bability of any exposure of himself ta 
his duchess^ the apprehension of which 
had fastened itself so strongly upon his 
mind, that to avoid &ach an odious* 
eclaircissemefity he would willingly have 
renounced all his connection with the 
manor of the Fever isle, in perpetuity, 
and have conveyed himself and his spouse 
back to Tzell, or to any other country in 
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the world, where the fear of such an 
event might be done away. 

Animated by such a motive, his high- 
ness displayed a greater share of manli- 
ness and determination, on this i^casion, 
than' he had ever hitherto shewn, and 
had thus made so much pr<^res8 in the 
good graces of his consort, that she began 
readily to reconcile herself to the idea of 
living with him^ even in a state of com- 
parative seclusion, and to speculate upon 
the prospects of futurity with much less 
gloom and despondency than she had 
been accustomed to evince. She/ con- 
sequently, gradually left pff annoying his 
highness with reproaches so continiially 
as she was wont ; and more frequently 
treated him with smiles and words of 
tenderness, and all the long ei cetera of 
the blandishments of affection ; and the 
natural consequence was, the promotion 
of their mutual happiness. 
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There was but one thfng wanted when 
the residence was completely finished 
for their reception, and they had taken 
possession of it, and that was, the pros- 
pect of an offspring. On this subject, 
however, whatever mutual taunts and 
reproaches and recriminations were 
thrown out^ they are oftoo delicate a na^ 
ture to be detailed in a work of this 
kind^ which pretendeth not to expound 
the arcana of nature^ nor the laws upoa 
which she conducts her wonderful ope- 
rations. It will suffice to remark on this 
subject, that, whatever blame deserved 
to attach to either, ought to be fixed 
upon bis highness, according to right 
reason, because the duchess had, in the 
course of her prior marriages, given - 
proof to the world, that nature had cer- 
tainly left nothing undone, in this re- 
spect, when she formed and finished off 
her highness. The duke, however, con- 
trived piretty well to parry off the attacks 
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I 

which were made upon him, not By the 
duchess alone, but by his brothers and 
companions, by uniformly exclaiming^ 
** 'Tis time enough yet!*' 

Narcissus^ in the mean time, having 
seen his brother and sister safely and 
comfortably lodged beyond the reach of 
interruption, made preparations for the 
renewal of his journey todiiSTerent parts 
of his manor ; prior to which, he paid a 
visit to the Duchess of Whelps, as well 
with a view to do away any unfavoura- 
ble impressions which he might have 
made upon her grace^ by his interference 
in behalf of Duke Ernest and his wife» 
as to observe how Lady Charlotte 
thrived, under the management of. her 
grandmother; and whether she was be- 
come less high-spirited, and more plar 
cable in her temper. 
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' The first object was fully accomplished 
by this visit: his highness contrived to 
reinstate himself in the good graces of 
his mother, without much difficulty. 
During the whole of the interview, the 
names of Ernest and his wife were only 
once mentioned^ when Narcissus apolo* 
gized for his interference, and informed 
his mother that they were fixed in a 
suitable residence, and were determined 
to wait her grace's pleasure to be recon** 
ciled. With regard to Lady Charlotte^ 
however^ his highness went home more 
fully satisfied than he had ever been be-^ 
fore, although he was even now reluctant 
to receive the admission^ that he had 
adopted towards her ladyship an errpiie-w 
pus line of conduct; that the only ef* 
fects vtrhich had hitherto resulted from 
it, were to instil into her susceptible 
breast an unnatural dislike to those wha 
ought to have endeared themselves to 
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her, by the most affectionate and endear- 
ing manner; and that a perseverance in 
the same steps could only have a tenden* 
cy to root impressions virbich the inter* 
ests of all required to be eradicated. 

Yet, although his highness was con* 
Tinced of the truth of these sentiments, 
be could do nothing further than to en- 
tertain them. By the compact into 
which he had entered with his principal 
advisers, he was precluded from actings 
independent of their suggestions; and 
he knew full well that they w,ere fixed 
to pursue the same path in w^ich they 
had commenced ;' that they were not 
men who were open to conviction ; their 
conception and judgment being so 
clogged and choaked up by self-interest 
and corruption, that there was no crevice 
through which reason and justice and 
good sense could enter their minds ; that 
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they were so infatuated and so much i a 
love with their own system, that they 
would uphold it in all its parts although 
the political structure were tumbling in 
ruins about their ears ; and his highness, 
therefore, felt that there was no alterna* 
tive for his adoption, but, let the con- 
sequences of the present measures be 
what they might, patiently to submit, 
and to banmh all reflections upon conse-^ 
quences which, however appalling they 
might appear to his apprehensions, like 
all other the events of futurity, were ex- 
tremely uncertain of occurrence. After 
all, he could not suppress a sigh, when 
he called to mind his own folly in turn- 
ing away his wife and child from brs 
bosom ; and^ in a weak and criminal hour 
the losing sight of his power and the dig* 
nity of his situation, so far as to lend 
himself to further the designs of such 
men as those in whom he trusted. 
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This train of thought was too gloomy 
for Narcissus long to entertain : he was 
not fond of seriousness, and, so well did 
his high rank accord, with his disposi- 
tion, as to throw into his ii^ay continual 
means of banishing reflection, which 
was the only enemy he feared. It made 
a severe attack upon his bosom, at this 
moment; but Narcissus, fearful of the 
issue of the conflict, instantly called 
Mahony to his aid, and began to apply 
himself so effectually to expedite his de- 
parture from his metropolis, that Lady 
Charlotte, and all the train of thought 
which she had introduced, were soon 
driven from his mind, and he was once 
more the thoughtless man of pleasure — 
Narcissus was himself again ! 

From place to place, his highness flew 
on the wings of eager desire to pursue 
the giddy phantom of pleasure through 
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all the windings and labyrinths of life. 
From place to place he moved with the 
celerity of lightning; gaiety and dissi- 
pation glittered and revelled in his train. 
Wherever he showed his face, scared by 
the dazzling glare of his character, the 
humble virtues retired within their cells, 
and closed the door of their habitation, 
until the gaudy retinue of greatness had 
passed by. Did he look into their abode 
to encourage them by his patronage ; to 
cheer them by his smile; by his example 
to hold them forth to the hoo^age of 
mankind ? No ! Did he dispense 
blessings amongst the laborious poor, 
when he saw them bowed down by pe- 
nury and disease ? No ! Did he plan 
and execute any scheme for the ameliora- 
tion of the concfition of his tenants, who 
were ruined by the hardness of the times? 
No ! When the orphan and the widow 
cried out to him, did he relieve them ? 


